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Introduction 

The Massachusetts Department of Fish & Game, 

through the Division of Fisheries and Wildlife’s 

Natural Heritage & Endangered Species 

Program (NHESP), and The Nature 

Conservancy’s Massachusetts Program 

developed BioMap2 to protect the state’s 

biodiversity in the context of climate change.  

BioMap2 combines NHESP’s 30 years of 

rigorously documented rare species and natural 

community data with spatial data identifying 

wildlife species and habitats that were the focus 

of the Division of Fisheries and Wildlife’s 2005 

State Wildlife Action Plan (SWAP). BioMap2 also 

integrates The Nature Conservancy’s assessment 

of large, well-connected, and intact ecosystems 

and landscapes across the Commonwealth, 

incorporating concepts of ecosystem resilience 

to address anticipated climate change impacts. 

Protection and stewardship of BioMap2 Core 

Habitat and Critical Natural Landscape is 

essential to safeguard the diversity of species 

and their habitats, intact ecosystems, and 

resilient natural landscapes across 

Massachusetts. 

What Does Status Mean? 

The Division of Fisheries and Wildlife 

determines a status category for each rare 

species listed under the Massachusetts 

Endangered Species Act (MESA), M.G.L. c.131A, 

and its implementing regulations 321 CMR 

10.00.  Rare species are categorized as 

Endangered, Threatened or of Special Concern 

according to the following: 

 Endangered species are in danger of 

extinction throughout all or a significant 

portion of their range or are in danger of 

extirpation from Massachusetts. 

 Threatened species are likely to become 

Endangered in Massachusetts in the 

foreseeable future throughout all or a 

significant portion of their range. 

 Special Concern species have suffered a 

decline that could threaten the species if 

allowed to continue unchecked or occur in 

such small numbers or with such restricted 

distribution or specialized habitat 

requirements that they could easily become 

Threatened in Massachusetts. 

In addition NHESP maintains an unofficial 

watch list of plants that are tracked due to 

potential conservation interest or concern, but 

are not regulated under the Massachusetts 

Endangered Species Act or other laws or 

regulations.  Likewise, described natural 

communities are not regulated by any law or 

regulations, but they can help to identify 

Get your copy of the BioMap2 report!  Download 

from www.mass.gov/nhesp or contact Natural 

Heritage at 508-389-6360 or 

natural.heritage@state.ma.us.  

 

http://www.mass.gov/nhesp
mailto:natural.heritage@state.ma.us
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ecologically important areas that are worthy of 

protection.  The status of natural communities 

reflects the documented number and acreages of 

each community type in the state:  

 Critically Imperiled communities typically 

have 5 or fewer documented good sites or 

have very few remaining acres in the state. 

 Imperiled communities typically have 6-20 

good sites or few remaining acres in the state. 

 Vulnerable communities typically have 21-

100 good sites or limited acreage across the 

state. 

 Secure communities typically have over 100 

sites or abundant acreage across the state; 

however, excellent examples are identified as 

Core Habit to ensure continued protection. 

In 2005 the Massachusetts Division of Fisheries 

and Wildlife completed a comprehensive State 

Wildlife Action Plan (SWAP) documenting the 

status of Massachusetts wildlife and providing 

recommendations to help guide wildlife 

conservation decision-making.  SWAP includes 

all the wildlife species listed under the 

Massachusetts Endangered Species Act (MESA), 

as well as more than 80 species that need 

conservation attention but do not meet the 

requirements for inclusion under MESA.  The 

SWAP document is organized around habitat 

types in need of conservation within the 

Commonwealth.  While the original BioMap 

focused primarily on rare species protected 

under MESA, BioMap2 also addresses other 

Species of Conservation Concern, their habitats, 

and the ecosystems that support them to create a 

spatial representation of most of the elements of 

SWAP. 

BioMap2: One Plan, Two Components 

BioMap2 identifies two complementary spatial 

layers, Core Habitat and Critical Natural 

Landscape.  

Core Habitat identifies key areas that are critical 

for the long-term persistence of rare species and 

other Species of Conservation Concern, as well 

as a wide diversity of natural communities and 

intact ecosystems across the Commonwealth. 

Protection of Core Habitats will contribute to the 

conservation of specific elements of biodiversity.  

Critical Natural Landscape identifies large 

natural Landscape Blocks that are minimally 

impacted by development. If protected, these 

areas will provide habitat for wide-ranging 

native species, support intact ecological 

processes, maintain connectivity among 

habitats, and enhance ecological resilience to 

natural and anthropogenic disturbances in a 

rapidly changing world. Areas delineated as 

Critical Natural Landscape also include 

buffering upland around wetland, coastal, and 

aquatic Core Habitats to help ensure their long-

term integrity.  

The long-term persistence of Massachusetts 

biological resources requires a determined 

commitment to land and water conservation. 

Protection and stewardship of both Critical 

Natural Landscapes and Core Habitats are 

needed to realize the biodiversity conservation 

vision of BioMap2. 

Components of Core Habitat 

Core Habitat identifies specific areas necessary 

to promote the long-term persistence of rare 

species, other Species of Conservation Concern, 

exemplary natural communities, and intact 

ecosystems.  

Rare Species 

There are 432 native plant and animal species 

listed as Endangered, Threatened or Special 

Concern under the Massachusetts Endangered 

Species Act (MESA) based on their rarity, 

population trends, and threats to survival. For  
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T

Priority Natural Communities  

Natural communities are assemblages of plant 

and animal species that share a common 

environment and occur together repeatedly on 

the landscape. BioMap2 gives conservation 

priority to natural communities with limited 

distribution and to the best examples of more 

common types. 

Vernal Pools  

able 1. Species of Conservation Concern 

described in the State Wildlife Action Plan 

and/or included on the MESA List and for which 

habitat was mapped in BioMap2.  Note that 

plants are not included in SWAP, and that 

marine species such as whales and sea turtles 

are not included in BioMap2. 

 

Taxonomic MESA- Non-listed Species 

Group listed of Conservation 

Species Concern 

Mammals 4 5 

Birds 27 23 

Reptiles 10 5 

Amphibians 4 3 

Fish 10 17 

Invertebrates 102 9 

Plants 256 0 

Total 413 62 

 

BioMap2, NHESP staff identified the highest 

quality habitat sites for each non-marine species 

based on size, condition, and landscape context. 

Other Species of Conservation Concern  

In addition to species on the MESA List 

described previously, the State Wildlife Action 

Plan (SWAP) identifies 257 wildlife species and 

22 natural habitats most in need of conservation 

within the Commonwealth. BioMap2 includes 

species-specific habitat areas for 45 of these 

species and habitat for 17 additional species 

which was mapped with other coarse-filter and 

fine-filter approaches. 

Vernal pools are small, seasonal wetlands that 

provide important wildlife habitat, especially for 

amphibians and invertebrate animals that use 

them to breed. BioMap2 identifies the top 5 

percent most interconnected clusters of Potential 

Vernal Pools in the state. 

Forest Cores  

In BioMap2, Core Habitat includes the best 

examples of large, intact forests that are least 

impacted by roads and development, providing 

critical habitat for numerous woodland species. 

For example, the interior forest habitat defined 

by Forest Cores supports many bird species 

sensitive to the impacts of roads and 

development, such as the Black-throated Green 

Warbler, and helps maintain ecological 

processes found only in unfragmented forest 

patches. 

Wetland Cores  

BioMap2 used an assessment of Ecological 

Integrity to identify the least disturbed wetlands 

in the state within undeveloped landscapes—

those with intact buffers and little fragmentation 

or other stressors associated with development. 

These wetlands are most likely to support 

critical wetland functions (i.e., natural 

hydrologic conditions, diverse plant and animal 

habitats, etc.) and are most likely to maintain 

these functions into the future. 

Aquatic Cores  

To delineate integrated and functional 

ecosystems for fish species and other aquatic 
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Legal Protection of Biodiversity 

BioMap2 presents a powerful vision of what 

Massachusetts would look like with full 

protection of the land most important for 

supporting the Commonwealth’s biodiversity. 

While BioMap2 is a planning tool with no 

regulatory function, all state-listed species enjoy 

legal protection under the Massachusetts 

Endangered Species Act (M.G.L. c.131A) and its 

implementing regulations (321 CMR 10.00).  

Wetland habitat of state-listed wildlife is also 

protected under the Wetlands Protection Act 

Regulations (310 CMR 10.00).  The Natural 

Heritage Atlas contains maps of Priority Habitats 

and Estimated Habitats, which are used, 

respectively, for regulation under the 

Massachusetts Endangered Species Act  and the 

Wetlands Protection Act.  For more information 

on rare species regulations, and to view Priority 

and Estimated Habitat maps, please see the 

Regulatory Review page at 

http://www.mass.gov/eea/agencies/dfg/dfw/natur

al-heritage/regulatory-review/. 

BioMap2 is a conservation planning tool that 

does not, in any way, supplant the Estimated 

and Priority Habitat Maps which have 

regulatory significance. Unless and until the 

BioMap2 vision is fully realized, we must 

continue to protect our most imperiled species 

and their habitats. 

Species of Conservation Concern, beyond the 

species and exemplary habitats described above, 

BioMap2 identifies intact river corridors within 

which important physical and ecological 

processes of the river or stream occur.  

Components of Critical Natural Landscape 

Critical Natural Landscape identifies intact 

landscapes in Massachusetts that are better able 

to support ecological processes and disturbance 

regimes, and a wide array of species and 

habitats over long time frames.  

Landscape Blocks 

BioMap2 identifies the most intact large areas of 

predominately natural vegetation, consisting of 

contiguous forests, wetlands, rivers, lakes, and 

ponds, as well as coastal habitats such as barrier 

beaches and salt marshes.   

Upland Buffers of Wetland and Aquatic 

Cores 

A variety of analyses were used to identify 

protective upland buffers around wetlands and 

rivers.  

Upland Habitat to Support Coastal 

Adaptation 

BioMap2 identifies undeveloped lands adjacent 

to and up to one and a half meters above 

existing salt marshes as Critical Natural 

Landscapes with high potential to support 

inland migration of salt marsh and other coastal 

habitats over the coming century.  

The conservation areas identified by BioMap2 

are based on breadth and depth of data, 

scientific expertise, and understanding of 

Massachusetts’ biodiversity. The numerous 

sources of information and analyses used to 

create Core Habitat and Critical Natural 

Landscape are complementary, and outline a 

comprehensive conservation vision for 

Massachusetts, from rare species to intact 

landscapes.  In total, these robust analyses 

define a suite of priority lands and waters that, if 

permanently protected, will support 

Massachusetts’ natural systems for generations 

to come. 

 

http://www.mass.gov/eea/agencies/dfg/dfw/natural-heritage/regulatory-review/mass-endangered-species-act-mesa/
http://www.mass.gov/eea/agencies/dfg/dfw/natural-heritage/regulatory-review/mass-endangered-species-act-mesa/
https://malegislature.gov/Laws/GeneralLaws/PartI/TitleXIX/Chapter131A
http://www.mass.gov/eea/agencies/dfg/dfw/laws-regulations/cmr/321-cmr-1000-massachusetts-endangered-species-act.html
http://www.mass.gov/eea/agencies/dfg/dfw/natural-heritage/regulatory-review/endangered-species-and-the-wetlands-protection-act.html
http://www.mass.gov/eea/agencies/massdep/water/regulations/310-cmr-10-00-wetlands-protection-act-regulations.html
http://www.mass.gov/eea/agencies/dfg/dfw/natural-heritage/regulatory-review/regulatory-maps-priority-and-estimated-habitats/
http://www.mass.gov/eea/agencies/dfg/dfw/natural-heritage/regulatory-review/regulatory-maps-priority-and-estimated-habitats/
http://www.mass.gov/eea/agencies/dfg/dfw/natural-heritage/regulatory-review/
http://www.mass.gov/eea/agencies/dfg/dfw/natural-heritage/regulatory-review/
http://www.mass.gov/eea/agencies/dfg/dfw/natural-heritage/regulatory-review/
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Understanding Core Habitat Summaries 

Following the Town Overview, there is a 

descriptive summary of each Core Habitat and 

Critical Natural Landscape that occurs in your 

city or town.  These summaries highlight some 

of the outstanding characteristics of each Core 

Habitat and Critical Natural Landscape, and 

will help you learn more about your city or 

town’s biodiversity.  You can find out more 

information about many of these species and 

natural communities by looking at specific fact 

sheets at www.mass.gov/nhesp. 

Additional Information 

For copies of the full BioMap2 report, the 

Technical Report, and an interactive mapping 

tool, visit the BioMap2 website via the Land 

Protection and Planning tab at 

www.mass.gov/nhesp.  If you have any 

questions about this report, or if you need help 

protecting land for biodiversity in your 

community, the Natural Heritage & Endangered 

Species Program staff looks forward to working 

with you. 

 

Contact the Natural Heritage & Endangered 

Species Program  

By phone 508-389-6360 

By fax 508-389-7890 

By email natural.heritage@state.ma.us 

By Mail 100 Hartwell Street, Suite 230  

 West Boylston, MA 01583 

The GIS datalayers of BioMap2 are available for 

download from MassGIS at 

www.mass.gov/mgis. 

 

http://www.mass.gov/nhesp
http://maps.massgis.state.ma.us/dfg/biomap2.htm
http://maps.massgis.state.ma.us/dfg/biomap2.htm
http://www.mass.gov/eea/agencies/dfg/dfw/natural-heritage/land-protection-and-management/biomap2/
http://www.mass.gov/nhesp
mailto:natural.heritage@state.ma.us
http://www.mass.gov/mgis
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Town Overview 

Ashfield lies on the border of the Berkshire 

Highlands/Southern Green Mountains, the 

Berkshire Transition, and the Vermont Piedmont 

Ecoregions.  The Berkshire Highlands Ecoregion is 

an area drained by the Deerfield, upper Westfield, 

Hoosic, and Housatonic Rivers. Lakes and ponds 

are relatively abundant. This ecoregion has deep 

soils that support northern hardwoods and spruce-

fir forests.  The Berkshire Transition Ecoregion 

shares characteristics with the Berkshire ecoregions 

and the Connecticut River Valley Ecoregion. 

Forests are transition hardwoods and northern 

hardwoods. This area drains to the Westfield and 

Connecticut River basins. The Vermont Piedmont 

Ecoregion contains transition hardwood and 

northern hardwood forests. Hills are sometimes 

quite steep. Surface waters are highly alkaline. This 

area drains to the Deerfield and Connecticut River 

basins.  

 

 

Ashfield at a Glance 
 Total Area: 25,756 acres (40.2 square miles) 

 Human Population in 2010: 1,737 

 Open space protected in perpetuity: 4,288 

acres, or 16.6% percent of total area* 

 BioMap2 Core Habitat: 4,643 acres 

 BioMap2 Core Habitat Protected: 800 acres or 

17.2% 

 BioMap2 Critical Natural Landscape: 8,074 

acres 

 BioMap2 Critical Natural Landscape 

Protected: 1,425 acres or 17.7%. 

BioMap2 Components 

Core Habitat 

 3 Exemplary or Priority Natural Community 

Cores 

 12 Wetland Cores 

 8 Aquatic Cores 

 14 Species of Conservation Concern Cores** 

o 1 bird, 2 reptiles, 2 amphibians, 1 fish, 1 

insect, 3 plants 

 Critical Natural Landscape 

 3 Landscape Blocks 

 14 Wetland Core Buffers 

 7 Aquatic Core Buffers 

 

* Calculated using MassGIS data layer “Protected 

and Recreational Open Space—March, 2012”. 

** See next pages for complete list of species, 

natural communities and other biodiversity 

elements. 
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BioMap2 Core Habitat and Critical Natural Landscape in Ashfield  
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Species of Conservation Concern, Priority and Exemplary Natural Communities, 

and Other Elements of Biodiversity in Ashfield 

 

Insects 

Dragonflies 

Zebra Clubtail, (Stylurus scudderi), Non-listed SWAP species 

Amphibians 

Jefferson Salamander, (Ambystoma jeffersonianum), SC 

Spring Salamander, (Gyrinophilus porphyriticus), Non-listed SWAP 

Fishes 

Longnose Sucker, (Catostomus catostomus), SC 

Reptiles 

Wood Turtle, (Glyptemys insculpta), SC 

Smooth Green Snake, (Opheodrys vernalis), Non-listed SWAP 

Birds 

American Bittern, (Botaurus lentiginosus), E 

Plants 

Dwarf Mistletoe, (Arceuthobium pusillum), SC 

Dwarf Scouring-rush, (Equisetum scirpoides), SC 

Bristly Black Currant, (Ribes lacustre), SC 

Priority Natural Communities 

Acidic Graminoid Fen, S3 

Rich, Mesic Forest Community, S3 

Spruce-Fir Swamp, S3 

Other BioMap2 Components 

Aquatic Core 

Wetland Core 

 Landscape Block 

 Aquatic Core Buffer 

 Wetland Core Buffer 

 

E  = Endangered 

T  = Threatened 

SC  = Special Concern 

S1  = Critically Imperiled communities, typically 5 or fewer documented sites or very few remaining 

acres in the state. 

S2  = Imperiled communities, typically 6-20 sites or few remaining acres in the state. 

S3  = Vulnerable communities, typically have 21-100 sites or limited acreage across the state. 

http://www.mass.gov/eea/docs/dfg/nhesp/species-and-conservation/nhfacts/stylurus-scudderi.pdf
http://www.mass.gov/eea/docs/dfg/nhesp/species-and-conservation/nhfacts/ambystoma-jeffersonianum.pdf
http://www.mass.gov/eea/docs/dfg/nhesp/species-and-conservation/nhfacts/gyrinophilus-p-porphyriticus.pdf
http://www.mass.gov/eea/docs/dfg/nhesp/species-and-conservation/nhfacts/catostomus-catostomus.pdf
http://www.mass.gov/eea/docs/dfg/nhesp/species-and-conservation/nhfacts/glyptemys-insculpta.pdf
http://www.mass.gov/eea/docs/dfg/nhesp/species-and-conservation/nhfacts/botauruslentiginosous.pdf
http://www.mass.gov/eea/docs/dfg/nhesp/species-and-conservation/nhfacts/arcpus.pdf
http://www.mass.gov/eea/docs/dfg/nhesp/species-and-conservation/nhfacts/equsci.pdf
http://www.mass.gov/eea/docs/dfg/nhesp/species-and-conservation/nhfacts/ribeslacustre.pdf
http://www.mass.gov/eea/docs/dfg/nhesp/natural-communities-facts/acidic-graminoid-fen.pdf
http://www.mass.gov/eea/docs/dfg/nhesp/natural-communities-facts/rich-mesic-forest.pdf
http://www.mass.gov/eea/docs/dfg/nhesp/natural-communities-facts/spruce-fir-boreal-swamp-class.pdf
http://www.mass.gov/eea/docs/dfg/nhesp/land-protection-and-management/aquatic-core.pdf
http://www.mass.gov/eea/docs/dfg/nhesp/land-protection-and-management/wet-core.pdf
http://www.mass.gov/eea/docs/dfg/nhesp/land-protection-and-management/landscape-block.pdf
http://www.mass.gov/eea/docs/dfg/nhesp/land-protection-and-management/aquatic-core.pdf
http://www.mass.gov/eea/docs/dfg/nhesp/land-protection-and-management/wet-core.pdf
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BioMap2 Core Habitat in Ashfield 

Core IDs correspond with the following element lists and summaries. 
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Elements of BioMap2 Cores 

This section lists all elements of BioMap2 Cores that fall entirely or partially within Ashfield.  The elements 

listed here may not occur within the bounds of Ashfield. 

Core 2178 

 Wetland Core    

Core 2189 

 Priority & Exemplary Natural Communities 

   Rich, Mesic Forest Community  S3 

Core 2195 

 Wetland Core    

Core 2200 

 Aquatic Core    

 Species of Conservation Concern 

   American Bittern Botaurus lentiginosus E 

Core 2204 

 Aquatic Core    

 Species of Conservation Concern 

   American Bittern Botaurus lentiginosus E 

Core 2224 

 Wetland Core    

Core 2227 

 Aquatic Core    

 Species of Conservation Concern 

   American Bittern Botaurus lentiginosus E 

Core 2242 

 Species of Conservation Concern 

   Spring Salamander Gyrinophilus porphyriticus Non-listed SWAP 

Core 2268 

 Wetland Core    
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Core 2277 

 Wetland Core    

Core 2278 

 Wetland Core    

Core 2320 

 Priority & Exemplary Natural Communities 

   Spruce-Fir Swamp  S3 

 Species of Conservation Concern 

   Dwarf Mistletoe Arceuthobium pusillum SC 

Core 2326 

 Species of Conservation Concern 

   Smooth Green Snake Opheodrys vernalis Non-listed SWAP 

   Wood Turtle Glyptemys insculpta SC 

Core 2331 

 Forest Core    

 Wetland Core    

 Aquatic Core    

 Priority & Exemplary Natural Communities 

   Forest Seep Community   

   Hemlock Ravine Community   

   Hickory - Hop Hornbeam Forest/Woodland S2 

   High-energy Riverbank  S3 

   High-terrace Floodplain Forest  S2 

   Rich, Mesic Forest Community  S3 

 Species of Conservation Concern 

   Barren Strawberry Geum fragarioides SC 

   Dwarf Scouring-rush Equisetum scirpoides SC 

   Foxtail Sedge Carex alopecoidea T 

   Hitchcock's Sedge Carex hitchcockiana SC 

   Muskflower Mimulus moschatus E 

   Purple Giant Hyssop Agastache scrophulariifolia E 

   Wild Senna Senna hebecarpa E 

   Woodland Millet Milium effusum T 

   Appalachian Coronet Hadena ectypa Non-listed SWAP 

   Ostrich Fern Borer Moth Papaipema sp. 2 nr. pterisii SC 

   Twelve-spotted Tiger Beetle Cicindela duodecimguttata SC 

   Harpoon Clubtail Gomphus descriptus E 

   Ocellated Darner Boyeria grafiana SC 
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   Riffle Snaketail Ophiogomphus carolus T 

   Ski-tipped Emerald Somatochlora elongata SC 

   Zebra Clubtail Stylurus scudderi Non-listed SWAP 

   Four-toed Salamander Hemidactylium scutatum Non-listed SWAP 

   Spring Salamander Gyrinophilus porphyriticus Non-listed SWAP 

   Smooth Green Snake Opheodrys vernalis Non-listed SWAP 

   Wood Turtle Glyptemys insculpta SC 

   Bridle Shiner Notropis bifrenatus SC 

   Lake Chub Couesius plumbeus E 

   Longnose Sucker Catostomus catostomus SC 

   Water Shrew Sorex palustris SC 

Core 2365 

 Wetland Core    

 Priority & Exemplary Natural Communities 

   Acidic Graminoid Fen  S3 

 Species of Conservation Concern 

   Bristly Black Currant Ribes lacustre SC 

   Jefferson Salamander Ambystoma jeffersonianum SC 

Core 2564 

 Aquatic Core    

 Species of Conservation Concern 

   Early Hairstreak Erora laeta T 

   Ocellated Darner Boyeria grafiana SC 

   Jefferson Salamander Ambystoma jeffersonianum SC 

   Spring Salamander Gyrinophilus porphyriticus Non-listed SWAP 

   Longnose Sucker Catostomus catostomus SC 

Core 2943F 

 Forest Core    

 Wetland Core    

 Aquatic Core    

 Priority & Exemplary Natural Communities 

   High-energy Riverbank  S3 

   Major-river Floodplain Forest  S2 

   Rich, Mesic Forest Community  S3 

   Riverside Rock Outcrop Community  S3 

 Species of Conservation Concern 

   Broad Waterleaf Hydrophyllum canadense E 

   Dwarf Scouring-rush Equisetum scirpoides SC 

   Giant St. John's-wort Hypericum ascyron E 

   Green Dragon Arisaema dracontium T 
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   Hitchcock's Sedge Carex hitchcockiana SC 

   Mountain Alder Alnus viridis ssp. crispa T 

   Purple Clematis Clematis occidentalis SC 

   Shore Sedge Carex lenticularis T 

   Spiked False Oats Trisetum spicatum E 

   Tradescant's Aster Symphyotrichum tradescantii T 

   Arrow Clubtail Stylurus spiniceps Non-listed SWAP 

   Cobra Clubtail Gomphus vastus SC 

   Ocellated Darner Boyeria grafiana SC 

   Riffle Snaketail Ophiogomphus carolus T 

   Riverine Clubtail Stylurus amnicola E 

   Stygian Shadowdragon Neurocordulia yamaskanensis SC 

   Zebra Clubtail Stylurus scudderi Non-listed SWAP 

   Jefferson Salamander Ambystoma jeffersonianum SC 

   Spring Salamander Gyrinophilus porphyriticus Non-listed SWAP 

   Wood Turtle Glyptemys insculpta SC 

   Longnose Sucker Catostomus catostomus SC 

   Shortnose Sturgeon Acipenser brevirostrum E 

   Bald Eagle Haliaeetus leucocephalus T 

   Vesper Sparrow Pooecetes gramineus T 
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Core Habitat Summaries 

Core 2178 

A 20-acre Core Habitat featuring Wetland Core. 

Wetland Cores are the least disturbed wetlands in the state within undeveloped landscapes—those with 

intact buffers and little fragmentation or other stressors associated with development. These wetlands are 

most likely to support critical wetland functions (i.e., natural hydrologic conditions, diverse plant and 

animal habitats, etc.) and are most likely to maintain these functions into the future. 

The Wetland Core occurs on mid elevation Slate, one of the least common ecological settings for Wetland 

Cores in the state. 

Core 2189 

A 2-acre Core Habitat featuring a Priority Natural Community. 

Rich, Mesic Forests are a variant of northern hardwood forests, dominated by sugar maple with a diverse 

herbaceous layer that includes many spring wild flowers, in a moist, nutrient-rich environment.  This 

small patch of Rich, Mesic Forest is a regional variant lacking the full species diversity of this community 

type. However it is in very good condition, with no exotic species, and is found within a very large 

naturally vegetated area. 

Core 2195 

An 18-acre Core Habitat featuring Wetland Core. 

Wetland Cores are the least disturbed wetlands in the state within undeveloped landscapes—those with 

intact buffers and little fragmentation or other stressors associated with development. These wetlands are 

most likely to support critical wetland functions (i.e., natural hydrologic conditions, diverse plant and 

animal habitats, etc.) and are most likely to maintain these functions into the future. 

Core 2200 

A 6-acre Core Habitat featuring Aquatic Core and a Species of Conservation Concern. 

Aquatic Cores are intact river corridors within which important physical and ecological processes of the 

river or stream occur.  They delineate integrated and functional ecosystems for fish species and other 

aquatic Species of Conservation Concern. 

American Bitterns are heron-like birds that nest primarily in large cattail, tussock or shrub marshes and 

are very sensitive to disturbance. 
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Core 2204 

A 13-acre Core Habitat featuring Aquatic Core and a Species of Conservation Concern. 

Aquatic Cores are intact river corridors within which important physical and ecological processes of the 

river or stream occur.  They delineate integrated and functional ecosystems for fish species and other 

aquatic Species of Conservation Concern. 

American Bitterns are heron-like birds that nest primarily in large cattail, tussock or shrub marshes and 

are very sensitive to disturbance. 

Core 2224 

A 24-acre Core Habitat featuring Wetland Core. 

Wetland Cores are the least disturbed wetlands in the state within undeveloped landscapes—those with 

intact buffers and little fragmentation or other stressors associated with development. These wetlands are 

most likely to support critical wetland functions (i.e., natural hydrologic conditions, diverse plant and 

animal habitats, etc.) and are most likely to maintain these functions into the future. 

The Wetland Core occurs on mid elevation Slate, one of the least common ecological settings for Wetland 

Cores in the state. 

Core 2227 

A 35-acre Core Habitat featuring Aquatic Core and a Species of Conservation Concern. 

Aquatic Cores are intact river corridors within which important physical and ecological processes of the 

river or stream occur.  They delineate integrated and functional ecosystems for fish species and other 

aquatic Species of Conservation Concern. 

American Bitterns are heron-like birds that nest primarily in large cattail, tussock or shrub marshes and 

are very sensitive to disturbance. 

Core 2242 

An 87-acre Core Habitat featuring a Species of Conservation Concern. 

Spring Salamander adults inhabit clean, cold, high-gradient brooks and headwater seeps in forest habitat, 

usually at elevation >100 m.  Larvae are entirely aquatic and largely nocturnal, spending daylight hours 

buried below the streambed or hidden under stones.  Adults are semi-aquatic and spend most of their 

time under cover objects along the margins of brooks, springs, and seeps; however, they will venture into 

upland forest during rainy weather.    

Core 2268 

A 13-acre Core Habitat featuring Wetland Core. 

Wetland Cores are the least disturbed wetlands in the state within undeveloped landscapes—those with 

intact buffers and little fragmentation or other stressors associated with development. These wetlands are 

most likely to support critical wetland functions (i.e., natural hydrologic conditions, diverse plant and 

animal habitats, etc.) and are most likely to maintain these functions into the future. 
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Core 2277 

A 21-acre Core Habitat featuring Wetland Core. 

Wetland Cores are the least disturbed wetlands in the state within undeveloped landscapes—those with 

intact buffers and little fragmentation or other stressors associated with development. These wetlands are 

most likely to support critical wetland functions (i.e., natural hydrologic conditions, diverse plant and 

animal habitats, etc.) and are most likely to maintain these functions into the future. 

The Wetland Core occurs on mid elevation Slate, one of the least common ecological settings for Wetland 

Cores in the state. 

Core 2278 

A 11-acre Core Habitat featuring Wetland Core. 

Wetland Cores are the least disturbed wetlands in the state within undeveloped landscapes—those with 

intact buffers and little fragmentation or other stressors associated with development. These wetlands are 

most likely to support critical wetland functions (i.e., natural hydrologic conditions, diverse plant and 

animal habitats, etc.) and are most likely to maintain these functions into the future. 

Core 2320 

A 34-acre Core Habitat featuring a Priority Natural Community and a Species of Conservation Concern. 

Spruce-Fir Boreal Swamps are forested wetlands dominated by red spruce and balsam fir. These swamps 

are typically found at stream headwaters or in poorly drained basins in the higher, western and north-

central parts of the state.  This example of Spruce-Fir Swamp, though quite small, is a mature uneven-

aged forest with good species diversity and little signs of human disturbance. It is located within a larger 

wetland complex in a large roadless area. 

A member of the Christmas Mistletoe family, Dwarf Mistletoe is a very small fleshy shrub, usually no 

more than 0.8 inch tall, that parasitizes conifer trees.  In Massachusetts, Dwarf Mistletoe occurs in 

peatlands varying from kettlehole peat bogs to spruce-fir-birch headwater swamps, generally on the 

branches of black spruce (Picea mariana). 

Core 2326 

A 2,275-acre Core Habitat featuring Species of Conservation Concern. 

A small to medium-sized snake, adult Smooth Green Snakes are 14-20 inches long with a uniform light 

green back and yellow to white venter.  The Smooth Green Snake is found in moist open or lightly 

forested habitat where grasses and shrubs are abundant (edges of marshes, wet meadows, fields, and 

forest edges or open forests, grasslands, blueberry barrens, pine barrens) and prefers to forage on the 

ground with activity in the daytime.   Smooth Green Snake overwinter in rodent burrows, ant mounds 

and rock crevices, either singly or communally. 

Wood Turtle habitat is streams and rivers, preferably with long corridors of undeveloped, connected 

uplands.  They also use fields and early succesional habitat extending up to 500 meters on both sides of 

the waterways.  Mowing and roads are the primary causes of mortality.  Collection is also a conservation 

concern. 
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Core 2331 

A 12,656-acre Core Habitat featuring Forest Core, Wetland Core, Aquatic Core, Priority Natural 

Communities, and Species of Conservation Concern. 

The East Branch of the Westfield River, a National Wild and Scenic River, runs southeastward through 

Cummington and then turns southward at the confluence with the Swift River and flows through the 

dramatic and narrow Chesterfield Gorge.  This free-flowing river and its tributaries support 22 rare and 

uncommon species, including the Endangered Lake Chub and Harpoon Clubtail dragonfly.   

Forest Seeps are in areas on wet slopes in hardwood forests where groundwater seeps out of the earth. 

The overstory is similar to that of the surrounding forest, but many typical wetland ferns, herbs, and 

shrubs occur as well. This example of Forest Seep runs parallel to the Westfield River, and is home to 

healthy population of a very unusual plant species. It is in good condition, and is relatively inaccessible. 

Hemlock Ravine Communities are evergreen forests made up primarily of hemlocks, with dense, nearly 

closed canopies that cast deep shade so that very few plants grow below. They occur on moist, north-

facing slopes, or along north-facing ravines. This small Hemlock Ravine is in good condition, with good 

size and age structure, although it has hiking trails and a small population of volunteer Norway Spruce is 

present. 

Hickory-Hop Hornbeam Forests are open, hardwood forests dominated by various hickory species with 

significant hop hornbeam in the subcanopy. This community is characterized by a sparse shrub layer, and 

a nearly continuous cover of grasses and sedges. This mature example of Hickory-Hop Hornbeam Forest 

has high species diversity and little sign of anthropogenic disturbance. It is part of a larger mosaic of 

natural communities that provide it with a good buffer to human impacts. 

High-Energy Riverbank communities are sparse, open graminoid communities found on cobble and sand 

deposits along fast-flowing rivers that experience severe flooding and ice scour. This example of High-

Energy Riverbank is in excellent condition, with high species diversity, intact natural processes of flood 

and scour, and is well buffered by natural vegetation. 

High-Terrace Floodplain Forests are deciduous hardwood forests that occur along riverbanks, above the 

zone of annual flooding. Although they do not flood annually, they flood often enough for the soil to be 

moderately enriched. This example of High-Terrace Floodplain Forest is small and in somewhat 

degraded condition, with two exotic invasive species present. 

Rich, Mesic Forests are a variant of northern hardwood forests, dominated by sugar maple with a diverse 

herbaceous layer that includes many spring wild flowers, in a moist, nutrient-rich environment. Three 

examples of Rich, Mesic Forest incluiding a large one that has great structural and age diversity, with 

areas recovering from past disturbances. It is generally in good condition, largely buffered by naturally 

vegetated areas, and with few exotic invasive species. 

Forest Cores are the best examples of large, intact forests that are least impacted by roads and 

development.  Forest Cores support many bird species sensitive to the impacts of roads and development 

and help maintain ecological processes found only in unfragmented forest patches. 

Wetlands Cores are the least disturbed wetlands in the state within undeveloped landscapes—those with 

intact buffers and little fragmentation or other stressors associated with development. These wetlands are 
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most likely to support critical wetland functions (i.e., natural hydrologic conditions, diverse plant and 

animal habitats, etc.) and are most likely to maintain these functions into the future. 

Aquatic Cores are intact river corridors within which important physical and ecological processes of the 

river or stream occur.  They delineate integrated and functional ecosystems for fish species and other 

aquatic Species of Conservation Concern. 

Core 2365 

A 397-acre Core Habitat featuring Wetland Core, a Priority Natural Community, and Species of 

Conservation Concern. 

Wetland Cores are the least disturbed wetlands in the state within undeveloped landscapes—those with 

intact buffers and little fragmentation or other stressors associated with development. These wetlands are 

most likely to support critical wetland functions (i.e., natural hydrologic conditions, diverse plant and 

animal habitats, etc.) and are most likely to maintain these functions into the future. 

The Wetland Core occurs on mid elevation Slate, one of the least common ecological settings for Wetland 

Cores in the state. 

Acidic Graminoid Fens are sedge- and sphagnum-dominated acidic peatlands that experience some 

groundwater and/or surface water flow but no calcareous seepage.  Standing water is often present 

throughout much of the growing season.  This small, fairly diverse example of Acidic Graminoid Fen is 

found within a series of marsh and swamp habitats along the upper reach of Smith Brook, and is of 

moderate quality. 

Bristly Black Currant is a low, bristly to spiny, straggling shrub measuring up to 3 feet in height. Bristly 

Black Currant is usually found in cool ravines and borders of swamps in upland regions of 

Massachusetts.  

Adult and juvenile Jefferson Salamanders inhabit upland forests during most of the year, where they 

reside in small-mammal burrows and other subsurface retreats.  Adults migrate during late winter or 

early spring to breed in vernal pools and fish-free areas of swamps, marshes, or similar wetlands.  Larvae 

metamorphose in late summer or early fall, whereupon they disperse into upland forest. 

Core 2564 

A 1,007-acre Core Habitat featuring Aquatic Core and Species of Conservation Concern. 

Aquatic Cores are intact river corridors within which important physical and ecological processes of the 

river or stream occur.  They delineate integrated and functional ecosystems for fish species and other 

aquatic Species of Conservation Concern. 

The Early Hairstreak butterfly inhabits mature northern hardwood forest and associated openings. 

Larvae feed on the developing fruits and leaves of beech trees. 

Ocellated Darners are dragonflies whose nymphs inhabit clear, shallow, rocky, swift-flowing streams and 

large, rocky, poorly vegetated lakes. Adults also inhabit nearby uplands, often forests with mixed 

coniferous and deciduous trees. 
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Adult and juvenile Jefferson Salamanders inhabit upland forests during most of the year, where they 

reside in small-mammal burrows and other subsurface retreats.  Adults migrate during late winter or 

early spring to breed in vernal pools and fish-free areas of swamps, marshes, or similar wetlands.  Larvae 

metamorphose in late summer or early fall, whereupon they disperse into upland forest. 

Spring Salamander adults inhabit clean, cold, high-gradient brooks and headwater seeps in forest habitat, 

usually at elevation >100 m.  Larvae are entirely aquatic and largely nocturnal, spending daylight hours 

buried below the streambed or hidden under stones.  Adults are semi-aquatic and spend most of their 

time under cover objects along the margins of brooks, springs, and seeps; however, they will venture into 

upland forest during rainy weather.    

In Massachusetts, the torpedo-shaped Longnose Sucker is found mainly in cool upper sections of streams 

and rivers with rocky to gravel substrates. These fish may swim miles to deposit their eggs on clean and 

well-oxygenated gravel substrates. 

Core 2943F 

A 4,980-acre section of a larger 93,990-acre Core Habitat featuring Forest Core, Wetland Core, Aquatic 

Core, Priority Natural Communities, and Species of Conservation Concern. 

The lower Deerfield River and many of its tributaries are part of the extensive Connecticut River Core 

Habitat.  This part of the Core supports 30 rare and uncommon species, from Longnose Suckers in Poland 

Brook to the Green Dragon (a relative of Jack-in-the-pulpit) in the wetland near the Deerfield's mouth.  

Many rare plants cling to the banks of the Deerfield in its steeper stretches, including Mountain Alder, 

Purple Clematis, and Tradescant's Aster. 

High-Energy Riverbank communities are sparse, open graminoid communities found on cobble and sand 

deposits along fast-flowing rivers that experience severe flooding and ice scour. This example of High-

Energy Riverbank is in good condition, but is threatened by upstream manipulations of water flow. 

Major-River Floodplain Forests are dominated by silver maple. This community is found along the 

floodplains of large rivers. The soils here are enriched with nutrients brought by annual floods, resulting 

in a diversity of plants and insects. This Core has six examples of Major-river Floodplain Forest occurring 

in patches along the Deerfield River. At least one of these patches is very large, of high-quality, and is free 

of exotic species and human disturbances. 

Rich, Mesic Forests are a variant of northern hardwood forests, dominated by sugar maple with a diverse 

herbaceous layer that includes many spring wild flowers, in a moist, nutrient-rich environment. This 

mature example of Rich, Mesic Forest is a regional variant lacking the full species diversity of its 

community type. It is structurally and topographically diverse, despite past logging, and exotic invasive 

species are established. 

Riverside Rock Outcrop communities are sparsely vegetated areas in crevices on riverside rock outcrops 

where soil accumulates. The community occurs on flood-scoured bedrock along rivers. This example of 

Riverside Rock Outcrop occurs in conjunction with other important riverine communities along the 

Deerfield. The presence of several such communities near each other enhances the habitat value of each. 
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Forest Cores are the best examples of large, intact forests that are least impacted by roads and 

development.  Forest Cores support many bird species sensitive to the impacts of roads and development 

and help maintain ecological processes found only in unfragmented forest patches. 

Wetlands Cores are the least disturbed wetlands in the state within undeveloped landscapes—those with 

intact buffers and little fragmentation or other stressors associated with development. These wetlands are 

most likely to support critical wetland functions (i.e., natural hydrologic conditions, diverse plant and 

animal habitats, etc.) and are most likely to maintain these functions into the future. 

Aquatic Cores are intact river corridors within which important physical and ecological processes of the 

river or stream occur.  They delineate integrated and functional ecosystems for fish species and other 

aquatic Species of Conservation Concern. 
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BioMap2 Critical Natural Landscape in Ashfield  

Critical Natural Landscape IDs correspond with the following element lists and summaries. 
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Elements of BioMap2 Critical Natural Landscapes 

This section lists all elements of BioMap2 Critical Natural Landscapes that fall entirely or partially within 

Ashfield.  The elements listed here may not occur within the bounds of Ashfield. 

 

CNL 1069 

 Wetland Core Buffer 

CNL 1077 

 Wetland Core Buffer 

CNL 1078 

 Wetland Core Buffer 

CNL 1096 

 Wetland Core Buffer 

CNL 1100 

 Wetland Core Buffer 

CNL 1117 

 Wetland Core Buffer 

CNL 1158 

 Aquatic Core Buffer 

 Wetland Core Buffer 

CNL 1322 

 Aquatic Core Buffer 

 Landscape Block 

 Wetland Core Buffer 

CNL 1329 

 Aquatic Core Buffer 

 Landscape Block 

 Wetland Core Buffer 
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Critical Natural Landscape Summaries 

CNL 1069 

A 54-acre Critical Natural Landscape featuring Wetland Core Buffer. 

A variety of analyses were used to identify protective upland buffers around wetlands and rivers. One, 

the variable width buffers methodology, included the most intact areas around each wetland and river, 

by extending deeper into surrounding unfragmented habitats than into developed areas adjacent to each 

wetland.  Other upland buffers were identified through the rare species habitat analysis.  In this way, the 

conservation of wetland buffers will support the habitats and functionality of each wetland, and also 

include adjacent uplands that are important for many species that move between habitat types. 

CNL 1077 

A 61-acre Critical Natural Landscape featuring Wetland Core Buffer. 

A variety of analyses were used to identify protective upland buffers around wetlands and rivers. One, 

the variable width buffers methodology, included the most intact areas around each wetland and river, 

by extending deeper into surrounding unfragmented habitats than into developed areas adjacent to each 

wetland.  Other upland buffers were identified through the rare species habitat analysis.  In this way, the 

conservation of wetland buffers will support the habitats and functionality of each wetland, and also 

include adjacent uplands that are important for many species that move between habitat types. 

CNL 1078 

A 52-acre Critical Natural Landscape featuring Wetland Core Buffer. 

A variety of analyses were used to identify protective upland buffers around wetlands and rivers. One, 

the variable width buffers methodology, included the most intact areas around each wetland and river, 

by extending deeper into surrounding unfragmented habitats than into developed areas adjacent to each 

wetland.  Other upland buffers were identified through the rare species habitat analysis.  In this way, the 

conservation of wetland buffers will support the habitats and functionality of each wetland, and also 

include adjacent uplands that are important for many species that move between habitat types. 

CNL 1096 

A 9-acre Critical Natural Landscape featuring Wetland Core Buffer. 

A variety of analyses were used to identify protective upland buffers around wetlands and rivers. One, 

the variable width buffers methodology, included the most intact areas around each wetland and river, 

by extending deeper into surrounding unfragmented habitats than into developed areas adjacent to each 

wetland.  Other upland buffers were identified through the rare species habitat analysis.  In this way, the 

conservation of wetland buffers will support the habitats and functionality of each wetland, and also 

include adjacent uplands that are important for many species that move between habitat types. 
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CNL 1100 

A 52-acre Critical Natural Landscape featuring Wetland Core Buffer. 

A variety of analyses were used to identify protective upland buffers around wetlands and rivers. One, 

the variable width buffers methodology, included the most intact areas around each wetland and river, 

by extending deeper into surrounding unfragmented habitats than into developed areas adjacent to each 

wetland.  Other upland buffers were identified through the rare species habitat analysis.  In this way, the 

conservation of wetland buffers will support the habitats and functionality of each wetland, and also 

include adjacent uplands that are important for many species that move between habitat types. 

CNL 1117 

A 20-acre Critical Natural Landscape featuring Wetland Core Buffer. 

A variety of analyses were used to identify protective upland buffers around wetlands and rivers. One, 

the variable width buffers methodology, included the most intact areas around each wetland and river, 

by extending deeper into surrounding unfragmented habitats than into developed areas adjacent to each 

wetland.  Other upland buffers were identified through the rare species habitat analysis.  In this way, the 

conservation of wetland buffers will support the habitats and functionality of each wetland, and also 

include adjacent uplands that are important for many species that move between habitat types. 

CNL 1158 

A 1,099-acre Critical Natural Landscape featuring Aquatic Core Buffer and Wetland Core Buffer. 

A variety of analyses were used to identify protective upland buffers around wetlands and rivers. One, 

the variable width buffers methodology, included the most intact areas around each wetland and river, 

by extending deeper into surrounding unfragmented habitats than into developed areas adjacent to each 

wetland.  Other upland buffers were identified through the rare species habitat analysis.  In this way, the 

conservation of wetland buffers will support the habitats and functionality of each wetland, and also 

include adjacent uplands that are important for many species that move between habitat types.   

CNL 1322 

A 288,370-acre Critical Natural Landscape featuring Aquatic Core Buffer, Wetland Core Buffer and 

Landscape Block. 

A variety of analyses were used to identify protective upland buffers around wetlands and rivers. One, 

the variable width buffers methodology, included the most intact areas around each wetland and river, 

by extending deeper into surrounding unfragmented habitats than into developed areas adjacent to each 

wetland.  Other upland buffers were identified through the rare species habitat analysis.  In this way, the 

conservation of wetland buffers will support the habitats and functionality of each wetland, and also 

include adjacent uplands that are important for many species that move between habitat types.   

Landscape Blocks, the primary component of Critical Natural Landscapes, are large areas of intact 

predominately natural vegetation, consisting of contiguous forests, wetlands, rivers, lakes, and ponds, as 

well as coastal habitats such as barrier beaches and salt marshes. Pastures and power-line rights-of-way, 

which are less intensively altered than most developed areas, were also included since they provide 
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habitat and connectivity for many species. Collectively, these natural cover types total 3.6 million acres 

across the state. An Ecological Integrity assessment was used to identify the most intact and least 

fragmented areas. These large Landscape Blocks are most likely to maintain dynamic ecological processes 

such as buffering, connectivity, natural disturbance, and hydrological regimes, all of which help to 

support wide-ranging wildlife species and many other elements of biodiversity. 

In order to identify critical Landscape Blocks in each ecoregion, different Ecological Integrity thresholds 

were used to select the largest intact landscape patches in each ecoregion while avoiding altered habitat 

as much as possible. This ecoregional representation accomplishes a key goal of BioMap2 to protect the 

ecological stages that support a broad suite of biodiversity in the context of climate change. Blocks were 

defined by major roads, and minimum size thresholds differed among ecoregions to ensure that BioMap2 

includes the best of the best in each ecoregion. 

CNL 1329 

A 111,531-acre Critical Natural Landscape featuring Aquatic Core Buffer, Wetland Core Buffer and 

Landscape Block. 

A variety of analyses were used to identify protective upland buffers around wetlands and rivers. One, 

the variable width buffers methodology, included the most intact areas around each wetland and river, 

by extending deeper into surrounding unfragmented habitats than into developed areas adjacent to each 

wetland.  Other upland buffers were identified through the rare species habitat analysis.  In this way, the 

conservation of wetland buffers will support the habitats and functionality of each wetland, and also 

include adjacent uplands that are important for many species that move between habitat types.   

Landscape Blocks, the primary component of Critical Natural Landscapes, are large areas of intact 

predominately natural vegetation, consisting of contiguous forests, wetlands, rivers, lakes, and ponds, as 

well as coastal habitats such as barrier beaches and salt marshes. Pastures and power-line rights-of-way, 

which are less intensively altered than most developed areas, were also included since they provide 

habitat and connectivity for many species. Collectively, these natural cover types total 3.6 million acres 

across the state. An Ecological Integrity assessment was used to identify the most intact and least 

fragmented areas. These large Landscape Blocks are most likely to maintain dynamic ecological processes 

such as buffering, connectivity, natural disturbance, and hydrological regimes, all of which help to 

support wide-ranging wildlife species and many other elements of biodiversity. 

In order to identify critical Landscape Blocks in each ecoregion, different Ecological Integrity thresholds 

were used to select the largest intact landscape patches in each ecoregion while avoiding altered habitat 

as much as possible. This ecoregional representation accomplishes a key goal of BioMap2 to protect the 

ecological stages that support a broad suite of biodiversity in the context of climate change. Blocks were 

defined by major roads, and minimum size thresholds differed among ecoregions to ensure that BioMap2 

includes the best of the best in each ecoregion. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Help Save Endangered Wildlife! 

Please contribute on your Massachusetts income tax form or directly to the  

Natural Heritage & 

Endangered Species Fund 

To learn more about the Natural Heritage & Endangered Species Program 

and the Commonwealth’s rare species, visit our web site at www.mass.gov/nhesp.
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MASS WILDLI FE 

September 12, 2016 

Pat Smith 

Franklin Regional Council of Governments 

12 Olive St., Suite 2 

Greenfield, MA 01301 

RE: Ashfield Open Space and Recreation Plan 

Dear Ms. Smith: 

DIVISION OF 
FISHERIES & WILDLIFE 

1 Rabbit Hill Road, Westborough, MA 01581 

p: (508) 389-6300 1 f : (508) 389-7890 

MASS . G OV / MASSWI LOL l FE 

Jack Buckley, Director 

Thank you for contacting the Massachusetts Natural Heritage and Endangered Species Program (NHESP) 

regarding the Open Space and Recreation Plan for the Town of Ashfield. Enclosed is information on 

species listed under the Massachusetts Endangered Species Act (MESA), as well as on Priority Natural 

Communities, Certified and Potential Vernal Pools, Coldwater Fishery Resource streams and rivers, and 

other aspects of biodiversity documented in our database for the Town of Ashfield. The Town is 

encouraged to include this letter and associated materials in the Open Space and Recreation Plan. 

MESA-listed Species 

According to the NHESP database, the Town of Ashfield currently has habitat for the following rare 

species listed under MESA: 

• American Bittern (Botaurus /entiginosus, Endangered) 

• Lake Chub (Couesius plumbeus, Endangered) 

• Jefferson Salamander (Ambystoma jeffersonianum, Special Concern) 

• Dwarf Mistletoe (Arceuthobium pusillum, Special Concern) 

• Ocellated Darner (Boyeria grafiana, Special Concern) 

• Longnose Sucker (Catostomus catostomus, Special Concern) 

• Dwarf Scouring-rush (Equisetum scirpoides, Special Concern) 

• Wood Turtle (Giyptemys inscu/pta, Special Concern) 

• Bristly Black Currant (Ribes /acustre, Special Concern) 

• Name not released (NHESP does not release the names of species deemed particularly sensitive 
to collection) 

Fact sheets on each of these species may be downloaded from our website at 

http ://www.mass.gov/eea/agencies/dfg/dfw/natural-heritage/species-information-and-

MASSWILDLIFE 



conservation/mesa-list/list-of-rare-species-in-massachusetts.html. The Town is encouraged to include 

these fact sheets in its Plan. 

Priority Natural Communities 

There are 5 examples of Priority Natural Communities documented to NHESP from Ashfield: 

• 1 Acidic Graminoid Fen 

• 1 Rich Conifer Swamp 

• 3 Rich Mesic Forests 

Fact sheets on these communities may be downloaded from our website at 

http:Uwww.mass.gov/eea/agencies/dfg/dfw/natural-heritage/natural-communities/natural­

community-fact-sheets.html. The Town is encouraged to include these fact sheets in its Plan. 

Vernal Pools 

As of this date, there are 10 Certified and 39 Potential Vernal Pools documented from Ashfield. Most of 

the Potential Vernal Pools are likely able to be certified; the Town is encouraged to certify vernal pools 

on its own properties and to require developers in town to certify pools on any property requiring 

permits from the town. 

Coldwater Fishery Resources 

There are 26 Coldwater Fisheries Resource streams in Ashfield: Bear River, 'Billings Brook, Bradford 

Brook, Chapel Brook, the Upper Branch of Clesson Brook, Drakes Brook, East Brook, Ford Brook, Sids 

Brook, Smith Brook, the South River, Stones Brook, the Swift River, including the North Branch, and13 

small, unnamed tributaries to these brooks and rivers. 

BioMap2 

Seventeen areas within Ashfield are BioMap2 Core Habitat. They include 8 Aquatic Cores, 12 Wetland 

Cores, 3 Priority Natural Community Cores, and areas for 11 Species of Conservation Concern (some of 

which have disappeared, been de-listed, or gone Historic since BioMap2 was published in 2010). Some 

of these areas overlap. 

Adjacent to some of these Core Habitats in Ashfield are 9 areas of BioMap2 Critical Natural Landscape, 

including 7 Aquatic Buffers, 14 Wetland Buffers, and 3 Landscape Blocks, some of which overlap. For an 

explanation of BioMap2 and the Core Habitats within Ashfield, please see the attached BioMap2 Town 

Report. 

Discussion 

In a town like Ashfield, where much of the land is undeveloped and large areas of town are BioMap2 

areas and/or habitat for MESA-listed species, it can be hard to decide where the highest priorities for 

MASSWILDLIFE 
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land protection should be. The Town should consider carefully these suggestions for inclusion in its 

Open Space and Recreation Plan: 

3 

• Land Protection: The Town of Ashfield does not, apparently, own any parcels set aside for 
conservation (it does own property for recreation and water supply). Should the Town decide to 
conserve land itself, or if it wishes to partner with land trusts or encourage private landowners 
to conserve their land, we recommend making the Swift River and its watershed the highest 
priority 

• Habitat Management: The Town should assess conservation, recreation, and water supply areas 
for the presence of invasive species. If invasives are present in substantial numbers or areas, 
consider removing them. (Note that the Division of Fisheries and Wildlife has offered grants to 
fund such activities in the past and is hoping to do so again in the future). 

• Regulation: The Town should support and encourage its Conservation Commission to enforce 
the provisions of the Massachusetts Wetlands Act. While there is no local board or official 
charged with enforcing the provisions of the Massachusetts Endangered Species Act, the Town 
could consider having the Conservation Commission and the Building Inspector notify 
development applicants ofthe presence/absence of Priority Habitat of Rare Species on the 
applicant's property. 

• Education and Outreach: Developing community support for conservation of biodiversity is 
essential for successful efforts at land protection, habitat management, and regulation. Offering 
field trips on Town conservation areas, writing articles on conservation for local websites and 
newspapers, and encouraging local students to conduct biological surveys and observations on 
conservation areas are a few of the low-cost ways to build support that will pay off in the future. 

The Town of Ashfield is to be commended for undertaking production of an Open Space and Recreation 

Plan. Please do not hesitate to call me at 508-389-6351 if you have any further questions. 

Sincerely, 

Lynn C. Harper 

Habitat Protection Specialist 

Massachusetts Natural Heritage & Endangered Species Program 

MASSWILDLIFE 
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Open Space & Recreation Plan Committee Meeting Notice 
Thursday, April 28, 2016  

7:00pm-8:30pm 
Ashfield Town Hall 

412 Main Street, Ashfield MA 01330 
 
Contact: Alan Rice – (413) 628-4613 
 
 

Agenda 
 

1. Open the meeting 
2. Introductions 
3. Overview of Ashfield Open Space & Recreation Plan (OSRP) update process (Pat Smith, 

Franklin Regional Council of Governments)                              
4. Review draft revised maps for OSRP update (Pat Smith and Committee)                              
5. Indentify priorities for updates using 2016 DLTA grant funds (Pat Smith and Committee)                                
6. Determine specific areas of interest/timeframes from Committee members                               
7. Establish project schedule and set next meeting date                             
8. Adjourn the meeting 

 
 
 





Technical Assistance provided by the Franklin Regional Council of Governments District Local Technical 
Assistance Grant funded from the Department of Housing and Community Development. 

  

 

 

Public Information Meeting Goals: 
• Develop Community Awareness of 

OSRP Goals 
• Invite Public Comment and 

Suggestions 
• Awareness of Action Plan and 

Timeline 

 

Committee Charge:   
• Update the Open Space & Recreation Plan as required 

and to better position the Town of Ashfield to receive 
state and federal grant consideration 

• Review of Critical Sections – Community Setting, 
Environmental Inventory & Analysis, Inventory of 
Lands & Conservation/Recreational Interests 

• Determine scenic and environmental issues facing the 
Town 



 

 

AGENDA AND MEETING NOTICE 

Ashfield Open Space and Recreation Plan Update Meeting 

 

Thursday, June 23, 2016 

7:00 p.m. – 8:30 p.m. 

Ashfield Town Hall 

412 Main Street  
Ashfield, MA 01330 

 
1. 7:00 p.m. – Introductions (Alan Rice, Ashfield OSRP Update Committee Chair) 

 

2. 7:10 p.m. –  Public Forum 

a. Overview of the Ashfield Open Space and Recreation Plan update process 

(Pat Smith, Franklin Regional Council of Governments) 

b. 2008 Open Space and Recreation Plan Action Plan Status Update 

c. Review of 2013 Ashfield Open Space Survey Results 

d. Public discussion of Open Space and Recreation priorities for Ashfield 

 

3. 7:50 p.m. – Initial Review of Draft Section 3:  Community Setting (Pat Smith, 

FRCOG, and Committee) 

 

4. 8:10 p.m. – Review of draft revised maps for Ashfield Open Space and 

Recreation Plan update (Pat Smith, FRCOG, and Committee) 

 

5. 8:25 p.m. – Review project schedule and set next meeting date (Pat Smith, 

FRCOG, and Committee) 

 

6. 8:30 p.m. – Adjourn meeting 





Ashfield Open Space Recreation Plan Committee Meeting 
 
 
When:   Thu, 10 November, 2016  7:00 PM – 8:00 PM 
Where:  Ashfield Town Hall,412 Main Street, Ashfield MA 01330 (map) 
 
 
Description: 

1.  7:00 p.m. – Introductions (Alan Rice, Ashfield OSRP Update Committee Chair) 
 
2.  7:10 p.m. – Review of Minutes of 6/23/16 meeting and Public Forum 
 
3.  7:20 p.m. – Final Review of Second Draft of Section 3:  Community Setting (Pat Smith, 
FRCOG, and Committee) 
 
4.  7:50 p.m. – Initial Review of Draft Section 4:  Environmental Inventory and Analysis (Pat 
Smith, FRCOG, and Committee) 
 
5.  8:15 p.m. – Open Space Mapping 
 
6.  8:20 p.m. – Review project accomplishments and discuss future plans (Pat Smith, FRCOG, 
and Committee) 
 
7.  Items not reasonably anticipated by the Chair 48 hours in advance of the meeting 
 
8.  8:30 p.m. – Adjourn meeting 
 
The listing of matters are those reasonably anticipated by the Chair which may be discussed at 
the meeting.  Not all items listed may in fact be discussed, and other items not listed may also be 
brought up for discussion to the extent permitted by law. 
 
 





 
 

Open Space & Recreation Plan Update Committee Meeting Notice 
Thursday, March 23, 2017  

7:00pm 
Ashfield Town Hall 

412 Main Street, Ashfield MA 01330 

 
Contact: Alan Rice – (413) 628‐4613 

 
 

Agenda 
 

1. Open the meeting 
2. Introductions 
3. Review of grant funding for 2017 calendar year 
4. Review of work‐in‐progress (calendar year 2016)                              
5. Identify priorities for updates for 2017, using DLTA grant funds  
6. Establish project schedule and set next meeting date(s) 
7. Items not reasonably anticipated by the Chair 48 hours in advance of the meeting                             
8. Adjourn the meeting 

 
 
 





Open Space Plan Minutes 
5/11/2017 

 
Present: Alan Rice, Chair, Planning Board (AR) 
   Kayce Warren, Town Admin. (KW) 
   Nancy Garvin, Historical Commission (NG) 
   Anne Yuryan, Zoning Board of Appeals (AY) 
   Duncan Colter, Board of Health (DC) 
   Judy Haupt, Park Commission (JH) 
 
Absent: Anne Capra, Conservation Commission 
   Mollie Babize, Zoning Board of Appeals 
   Barbara Miller, Ag Commission 
   Susan Todd, Ashfield Trails 
 
Meeting opens at 7:08PM. 
 
Minutes of 3/23/ 2017 approved as amended. 5-0-1 
 
MVP – KW opens the meeting with requests of letters of support for the Municipal Vulnerability 
 Preparedness (MVP) grant program from the OSP/Planning Board, Park Commission, 
 Trails Committee, Con Comm, Ag Committee, Board of Health and Highway Dept. 
 A sample letter has been provided and will be forwarded to Board of Health, Ag 
 Commission and Ashfield Trails. This grant is in concert with the Town Of Conway and 
 is designed to )1 Identify climate change affected hazards in the shared South River 
 Corridor, )2 Identify those hazardous impacts on farms, water health, recreation, roads 
 and bridges, etc. and )3 put into place a mitigation plan to deal with those predicted 
 impacts. This grant will be administered by the FRCOG who will do a 2 part series of 
 workshops to structure the effects on the impacts as above. If this grant is approved, it 
 will give the Towns access to other grants available for disaster mitigation. 
 
Chapter 3 – Add Mollie’s introduction (AR with MB) 
 
Chapter 4 - Revisions review (AR) and send to (AY) 
 
Chapter 5 – Find Field land, Bullitt Reservation on the recreation inventory, Find South Face  
  Farm on Chapter 61 inventory.(NG) 
       ADA - (JH) discusses the enormity of the ADA requirements in light of the time /$ 
  involved in adhering to measurement guidelines for all our recreation lands and  
  facilities and creating a plan to provide handicap accessibility for same. Also  
  discussed was Ashfield’s portion of the DAR for ADA accessibility and whether  
  we include Ashfield Rod and Gun whose facility is actually in Plainfield but is a  
  big part of recreation for Ashfield. Those facilities are not handicap accessible. A  
  call to Pat Smith for clarification has not been returned. (AR) will ask (KW) about 
  this process as she has experience with Deerfield’s OSP. (JH) will get the ADA  
  requirements to Ashfield Trails for their participation. 



 
Map Database – (AR) will get update from (BM). 
 
Next Meeting: June 1st, 7PM with Patricia Smith, FRCOG 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Judy Haupt 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Open Space Plan Minutes 
6/27/2017 

 
Present: Alan Rice, Chair, Planning Board (AR) 
   Anne Capra, Conservation Commission (AC) 
   Mollie Babize, Zoning Board of Appeals (MB) 
   Barbara Miller, Ag Commission (BM) 
   Nancy Garvin, Historical Commission (NG) 
   Anne Yuryan, Zoning Board of Appeals (AY) 
   Duncan Colter, Board of Health (DC) 
   Judy Haupt, Park Commission (JH) 
 
Absent: Kayce Warren, Town Admin. (KW) 
   Susan Todd, Ashfield Trails 
 
Meeting opens at 7:05PM. 
 
Minutes of 5/11/ 2017 approved as amended. 5-0-3. JH moved to approve, AY seconded 
 
Pat’s email of today – (email attached to the end of the minutes) – AR focused on the notes that 
Pat Smith had made for the committee to concentrate on. The first comments were drawing 
attention to what information was in each table.  She suggested that we consider organizing the 
data by map and parcel number rather than alphabetically by owner name.  The group concurred 
that this would be appropriate.  BM can re-organize the tables to reflect this. 

Pat highlighted that there are several columns in the publicly owned lands that need 
completing, including the current use and condition, and the recreational value.  AC noted that 
this should reflect the recreational potential of the parcel in the future, i.e., is it underutilized, are 
there trails planned, etc.  Group members will fill in what they know about, and if there are gaps, 
the job will be distributed for people to go and take a look at the parcel. 

AR indicated the steps after section 6, 7, and 8, which is section 9 – the 7 year action 
plan.  Each board and commission needs to weigh in on what their priorities are.  The discussion 
around this indicated that the boards and commissions need to see what is in the previous drafts 
in order to do this.  Want to avoid stovepiping the process.   

AC asked to look at the budget to see how much money is involved with FRCOG.  She 
felt that for the amount indicated, they should be providing more complete documents that pull 
the information from one section to the next, and the committee should not have to fill in so 
many blanks.  She commented on this from her experience in writing these plans for other towns 
and what it cost.  AR indicated that he would talk to Pat about this. 

AR asked that the committee review the draft Section 5 that was provided by Pat and get 
comments to him by 7/11. 

 
ADA considerations – JH and AC will work on this part.  The group identified the parcels that 
should be evaluated and they include: 
 Belding Park 
 Arnold Brewers Park 
 Stroheker Rd (stone bridge) 



 Town Hall and Parking lot 
 Properties around the ball field on Bronson Ave. and Buckland Rd. 
 Town Common 
 
Inventory Map – AR unrolled the map that reflects the Section 5 lands that was prepared by 
FRCOG from the table that NG and BM prepared.  Committee members identified some 
corrections with just a casual glance.  NG and BM will take in corrections to the table and 
deliver them to FRCOG.  MB thought that the map should have a narrative to help understand 
the status of land protection and working land in the town.  Other suggestions included overlays 
of the trails, waters/wetlands, Native American information, soils, etc.  The map can be used to 
identify gaps in protection, as well as threats to the landscape.  AY commented that protection 
does not need to be the ultimate goal of an open space plan, as this diminishes the tax base.  
There was consensus on this point, but there are other ways to encourage open space benefits 
without permanent protection.  
 There were other technical considerations concerning the cartography of the map.  
Permanent protection should be identified as to CR or APR, maybe not with different colors, but 
with different patterns.  AY noted that some of the lands that are private are combined with town 
lands on the legend, which is misleading. 
 
Action Steps –  

 Section 5 comments to AR by 7/11 
 Finalize Section 3 – AR and MB, soon, and distribute to the committee 
 Mapping corrections – BM and NG 
 Map with additional overlays – ask Pat to have for next meeting (7/18/2017) 
 Acquire shape files for Ashfield Trails – NG to ask her husband, Phil Pless may also have 

(should snowmobile trails be included?) 
 Next meeting – 7/18/2017 at 7:00 pm 

 
 
Next Meeting: July 18th, 7PM  
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Barbara Miller 
 
Pat’s email of 6/27/2017: 

Folks, 

I just finished meeting with Alan in preparation for tonight’s Ashfield OSRP Update Committee 
meeting.  I apologize that I am unable to attend tonight’s meeting, as I have been appointed to an 
Elementary School Building Committee in my own Town of Orange that is having its first 
meeting tonight.  

I am attaching for your information the following documents related to the draft Section 
5:  Inventory of Lands of Conservation and Recreation Interest:  



Word document of First Draft of Section 5 dated 6-27-17 with updated text and tables inserted 
(Alan has hard copies to distribute tonight) 

Copy of Section 5 from 2008 OSRP for comparison (PDF) (Alan has hard copies to distribute 
tonight) 

Revised copy of master property list (version 2_PAS) including some new tabs that I created 

New working Excel version of Table 5-4 that I created 

New working Excel version of Table 5-6  

I want to thank everyone who worked on pulling together the property data for this section, 
particularly Barb and Nancy. It was incredible to have all the information in one master Excel 
file to work with.  Great job!  Because so much work was done on updating the information and 
there have been so many new parcels protected since 2008, I did not go back to review the 
specific data included in the 2008 tables. 

Alan also has a revised large-scale working Open Space map based on the new data.  I should 
note that Ryan created the working map based on the first master property list, before the version 
2 arrived in my inbox, so there may be some anomalies that result from that. Please feel free to 
mark up the map and note any corrections, additions, etc.  

Here are a couple of notes on the draft that may help you to figure out what I did in creating this 
draft, since I cannot be there to respond to questions (I have highlighted areas in yellow that I 
would particularly appreciate your input on):  

Table 5-1 (p. 5-5) has changed in the way that some of the categories are organized and the 
numbers and percentages have been adjusted both here and in the feeder tables. 

I have added subtotals on all the tables where I thought they would be helpful (e.g., Chapter 
lands on Table 5-1 and specific state agencies on Table 5-2). 

Table 5-4:  Privately-Owned Land Permanently Protected from Development in Ashfield has 
been re-organized so that it breaks out Conservation Organizations, Other Private Organizations, 
CRs, and APRs. 

Table 5-6 (Chapter 61, 61A and 61B Lands) has been revised to add property owner data. The 
sample tables that I sent out had not included that column, but I thought it would be helpful. 

The data in the tables are currently organized alphabetically by Owner Name. Another approach 
would to put them in numeric order based on the Assessor’s Map/Lot ID numbers.  We can make 
the change fairly easily if the Committee feels strongly that it would be better to do it 
differently.  



I look forward to hearing back from you all with comments and suggestions on how to improve 
this first draft of Section 5. Please note that there are several tables that require significant 
Committee input to identify key characteristics of State and Town-owned parcels:    

Table 5-2:  State-Owned Land Managed by State Conservation Agencies in Ashfield 

Table 5-3:  Town-Owned Land Permanently Protected from Development in Ashfield 

Table 5-5:  Town-Owned Parcels of Land with Limited Protection from Development  

Also, Section D. Inventory of Recreational Resources (p. 5-25) would benefit from the addition 
of more details and a review of information inserted from the 2008 Plan that may be outdated or 
incorrect. 

I will look forward to meeting with you all later this summer, perhaps in mid- to late August, 
depending on everyone’s schedules.  I will be working on preparing the following materials for 
you to review at that time:  

First Draft Section 6: Community Goals 

First Draft Section 7: Analysis of Needs 

First Draft Section 8: Goals and Objectives 

Second Draft Section 5 

Revised maps   

I will be in the office tomorrow and Thursday if any questions come up tonight that I help with. 

Hope everyone has a wonderful 4th of July!  

Thanks,  

Patricia A. Smith 

Senior Land Use Planner 



Event: Open Space & Recreation Plan Update Committee Meeting 
When: Tue, Jul 18 2017 07:00 pm 
Where: Ashfield Town Hall,412 Main Street,Ashfield MA 01330 

Status:  
Agenda: 1. Open the Meeting (Chair) 

2. Review and approval of minutes from previous meeting(s) 
3. Review of Section 5/open space mapping 
4. Review of other mapping, as available  
5. Update on ADA requirements section 
6. Update on finalization of Section 3 
7. Revisit budget/FRCOG contributions moving forward 
8. Upcoming meeting(s)/timeline 
9. Items not reasonably anticipated by the chair 48 hours in advance of the 

meeting 
10. Adjourn the Meeting 

 





Event: Open Space & Recreation Plan Update Committee Meeting 
When: Thursday, October 19 2017 07:00 pm 
Where: Ashfield Town Hall,412 Main Street,Ashfield MA 01330 

Status:  
Agenda: 1. Open the Meeting (Chair) 

2. Review and approval of minutes from previous meeting(s) 
3. Final Review of Section 5/open space mapping 
4. Discussion of Sections 6: Community Goals; 7: Analysis of Needs; and 8: Goals 

and Objectives 
5. Review of Section 9: 7-Year Action Plan including status updates and proposed 

new Action Items 
6. Update on ADA requirements section 
7. Upcoming meeting(s)/timeline, including planning for Public Forum 
8. Items not reasonably anticipated by the chair 48 hours in advance of the 

meeting 
9. Adjourn the Meeting 
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TOWN OF ASHFIELD 
OFFICE OF THE SELECT BOARD 

412 Main Street 
PO Box 560 

Ashfield, MA 01330 
Phone: 413-628-4441 x7 

Fax: 413-628-0228 
selectboard@ashfield.org 

 

Select Board Policy: 17-01 

Date Adopted:  08-21-2017 

 
 

DISABILITY DISCRIMINATION GRIEVANCE POLICY 
 

It is the policy of the Town of Ashfield not to discriminate on the basis of disability.  This Grievance 
Procedure has been established to meet the requirements of the American with Disabilities Act of 1990 
(ADA). It may be used by anyone who wishes to file a complaint alleging discrimination on the basis of 
disability in the provision of services, activities, programs, or benefits by the Town of Ashfield.  The 
Ashfield Personnel Policy governs employment-related complaints of disability discrimination.  Every 
opportunity will be made available to receive citizen comments, complaints, and to resolve grievances or 
inquiries.   

Complaints should be submitted by the grievant and/or his/her designee as soon as possible, but no later than 
sixty (60) calendar days after the alleged violation to: 

ADA Coordinator 

412 Main Street 

P.O. Box 560 

Ashfield MA  01330 

Telephone:  413-628-4441 ext. 7  

Email:  townadmin@ashfield.org  

Office Hours: Monday-Thursday, 9:00 am to 4:00 pm, Fridays by Appointment 

STEP 1 

The Town ADA Coordinator will be available to meet with citizens and employees during regular 
business hours to receive complaints.  The ADA Coordinator is responsible for coordinating the 
efforts of the Town of Ashfield to comply and investigate any complaints.   

When a complaint, grievance, request for program policy interpretation, or clarification is received 
either in writing, through a meeting, or telephone call, a record will be created which shall include 
the name, address, telephone number of the person complainant and the nature of their request or 
complaint.  Anonymous complaints or requests for information will be accepted and a record created 
with available information. 

If the person, making the complaint or request for information is identified, the complaint, grievance, 
request for program policy interpretation, or clarification will be responded to within fifteen (15) 



Town of Ashfield Grievance Policy FINAL 8-21-17.doc 

Page 2 of 2 

calendar days in a format that is sensitive to the needs of the recipient (i.e. verbally, enlarge type, 
etc.).  There will be an automatic extension of fifteen (15) calendar days if the ADA Coordinator is 
on vacation, out of the office, or for other reasonable cause.  The written response from the ADA 
Coordinator will include position of the Town of Ashfield and substantive resolution of the 
complaint. 

If the grievance is not resolved at this level, it will progress to Step 2. 

STEP 2 

If the grievance is not resolved in Step 1, then a written grievance will be submitted to the ADA 
coordinator.  Assistance in writing the grievance will be available if requested.  All written 
grievances will be responded to within fifteen (15) calendar days by the ADA Coordinator in a 
format that is sensitive to the needs of the recipient.  There will be an automatic extension of fifteen 
(15) calendar days if the ADA Coordinator is on vacation, out of the office, or for other reasonable 
cause. 

If the grievance is not resolved at this level, it will progress to Step 3. 

STEP 3 

If the grievance is not satisfactorily resolved in Step 2, complainants will have the opportunity to 
appeal to the Select Board, pursuant to the provisions of the Open Meeting Law.  The Select Board 
shall issue a written decision to the complainant, and others as qualified by the law, no later than 
fifteen (15) calendar days after the meeting.  

Decisions of the Select Board will be final.  Appeals may be made to the Massachusetts Commission 
Against Discrimination (MCAD) and/or Equal Employment Opportunity Commission (EEOC).  All 
written complaints received by the ADA Coordinator, appeals to the Selectboard and responses, will 
be held by the Town of Ashfield for a period of at least three years. 

 

Massachusetts Commission Against Discrimination (MCAD) 

436 Dwight Street, Suite 220 

Springfield MA  01103-1317 

Telephone: 413-739-2145 

 

Equal Employment Opportunity Commission (EEOC) 

475 J.F.K Federal Building 

Government Center 

Boston MA  02203-0506 

Telephone: 617-565-3200 
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Section 1: Transition Plan 

On June 29 and 30, 2017, Anne Capra (Conservation Commission) and Judy Haupt (Parks Commission) 
assessed town-owned parks and recreation facilities for Americans with Disability Act (ADA) compliance, 
and Naomi Clark (representative from the disabled community) provided review of the plan and 
recommendations. In addition to the facilities inventoried in this plan, other private or publicly owned 
recreation facilities exist in town that are not included in this survey because they are not under the care 
and control of the Town of Ashfield.  

The following plan provides a summary of each of the town-owned recreation and conservation areas, 
recommended actions for improving accessibility, and a Facility Inventory Worksheet with a detailed 
assessment of each of the features present and comments regarding the accessibility of the feature. 



Belding Memorial Park – Lower 
Buckland Road 

Existing Conditions:  
Belding Memorial Park is a 12.5-acre parcel that 
wraps around the southeast corner of Ashfield Lake, 
including frontage on Main Street and Buckland 
Road. Upper Park is accessed from Main Street; 
Lower Park is accessed from Buckland Road. A park 
master plan was completed in 2010 by Dodson and 
Flinker Associates, however much of the plan has 
not been implemented. 
 
Lower Belding Memorial Park is on the east end of 
Ashfield Lake and consists of two parking lot, the town beach with a floating dock for swimmers, 
bathrooms and changing rooms, grassy field and picnic area, tennis courts, swings, and a gravel surface 
trail along the eastern lake shoreline, across the outlet stream, connecting to Upper Park. The picnic 
area, beach, tennis courts and trail are not handicapped accessible. The bathrooms and parking lot do 
have accessible features, as noted in the attached worksheet. It is possible for a vehicle to drive across 
the grassy field up to the picnic area at the top of the hill, although this access is not posted or 
promoted. It is possible to drive to the “kiddie pool” area to access the water. 
 
Recommendations for Improved Accessibility:  

1. Install grab bars in the handicap bathroom stall in the men’s and women’s bathrooms. 
2. Position trash/recycle containers so there is no impediment to bathrooms.  
3. Consider purchase of a floating beach wheelchair to provide access across the soft beach sand 

into the water. (e.g. Mobi Chair www.mobi-chair.com) 
4. Consider installation of a  removable beach access mat to provide a hard surfaced path across 

soft sand (e.g. AccessMat www.accessrec.com/ada-access-mats) 
5. Designate handicapped parking spot in front of tennis courts, and install sign. 
6. Provide accessible gate entrance to tennis courts including accessible path from parking lots and 

gate lever that can be opened with a closed fist. 
 
Schedule: 2018-2024  
 
Responsible Entity:  Parks Commission 

 

  

Entrance to Town Beach 

Soft sand on beach approach to water and 
floating dock at Town Beach 

Grassed approach to tennis courts from 
Buckland Road, and double 10’ swing gates with 
chain and carabeener lock (with broom!) 

http://www.mobi-chair.com/


  Grill facility on top of hill at picnic area.  Steps from picnic area on top of hill to beach.  

Entrance to men’s bathroom. Trash and 
recycling receptacles obstructing clear path. 

Entrance to women’s bathroom and water 
fountain.  



Facility Inventory LOCATION: 
ACTIVITY EQUIPMENT NOTES

Located adjacent to accessible paths 
Access to Open Spaces 
Back and Arm Rests 

Tables & Benches 

Adequate number 
Height of Cooking Surface Grills 
Located adjacent to accessible paths 

Trash Cans Located adjacent to accessible paths 
Located adjacent to accessible paths 

Picnic Facilities 

Picnic Shelters Located near accessible water fountains, trash can, restroom, 
parking, etc. 
Surface material 
Dimensions 
Rails 

Trails

Signage (for visually impaired) 
Entrance 
Location from accessible parking Pools 
Safety features i.e. warning for visually impaired 
Location from accessible path into water 
Handrails 
Location from accessible parking 

Swimming Facilities 

Beaches 

Shade provided 
All Play Equipment i.e. swings, 
slides Same experience provided to all 

Located adjacent to accessible paths 
Play Areas (tot lots) 

Access Routes 
Enough space between equipment for wheelchair 
Located adjacent to accessible paths 

Access Routes 
Berm cuts onto courts 

Height 
Dimensions 

Game Areas:  
*tennis

Equipment 
Spectator Seating 
Located adjacent to accessible paths Boat Docks Access Routes 
Handrails 
Located adjacent to accessible paths Access Routes 
Handrails 
Arm Rests 
Bait Shelves 
Handrails 

Fishing Facilities 
Equipment 

Fish Cleaning Tables 

Learn-to-Swim 

Guided Hikes Programming Are special programs at your 
facilities accessible?  

Interpretive Programs 

Information available in alternative formats i.e. for visually impaired Services and 
Technical 
Assistance Process to request interpretive services (i.e. sign language interpreter) for meetings 

Belding Memorial Park - Lower
Buckland Road, Ashfield, MA

Lower Belding Memorial Park  is on the west end of Ashfield Lake and consists of the town beach with 
a floating dock for swimmers, bathrooms and changing rooms, grassy field and picnic area, tennis 
courts, playground, and gravel surface trail connecting to Upper Park on the west end of the lake.

The picnic area, beach, tennis courts, and trail are not handicapped accessible. The bathrooms and 
parking lot do have accessible features, described under the respective sections below.

No; picnic table open ended for wheelchair

Not accessible; see 
comments below.

Not 
accessible

gravel, greater than 3/8" minus in some places, dirt 
in others. No ramp to bridge at dam, and 12: lip. 

Picnic area at top of hill. Grassed 
access road, not accessible by 
wheelchair.

N/A

Soft sand from parking 
lot to water. Swimming 
dock non-slip surface 
and ladder has two 
railings

Not accessible

Approach is grass; single door 
not accessible; double 10' swing 
gate with chain and carabeener 
lock.

N/A

N/A - people fish 
off the dam and 
shore; approach not 
accessible Approach to water not 

accessible. Ladder on dock has 
two railings.

No

No



LOCATION 
PARKING  
Total Spaces Required Accessible Spaces 
Up to 25 1 space 
26-50 2 spaces
51-75 3 spaces
76-100 4 spaces
101-150 5 spaces
151-200 6 spaces
201-300 7 spaces
301-400 8 spaces
401-500 9 spaces
Specification for Accessible Spaces Yes No Comments/Transition Notes 
Accessible space located closest to accessible 
entrance 
Where spaces cannot be located within 200 ft of 
accessible entrance, drop-off area is provided within 
100 ft. 
Minimum width of 13 ft includes 8 ft space plus 5 ft 
access aisle  
Van space – minimum of 1 van space for every 
accessible space, 8 ft wide plus 8 ft aisle.  Alternative 
is to make all accessible spaces 11 ft wide with 5 ft 
aisle. 

Sign with international symbol of accessibility at each 
space or pair of spaces 
Sign minimum 5 ft, maximum 8 ft to top of sign 

Surface evenly paved or hard-packed (no cracks) 

Surface slope less than 1:20, 5% 

Curbcut to pathway from parking lot at each space 
or pair of spaces, if sidewalk (curb) is present 
Curbcut is a minimum width of 3 ft, excluding 
sloped sides, has sloped sides, all slopes not to 
exceed 1:12, and textured or painted yellow 
RAMPS 
Specification Yes No Comments/Transition Notes
Slope Maximum 1:12 

Minimum width 4 ft between handrails 

Handrails on both sides if ramp is longer than 6 ft 
Handrails at 34” and 19” from ramp surface 
Handrails extend 12” beyond top and bottom 
Handgrip oval or round 
Handgrip smooth surface 

Handgrip diameter between 1¼” and 2” 

Clearance of 1½” between wall and wall rail 
Non-slip surface 

Level platforms (4ft x 4 ft) at every 30 ft, at top, at 
bottom, at change of direction 

Belding Memorial Park - Lower

X

X

X

X

X

The one accessible space would 
accommodate a van. One signed 
space at entrance to beach.

X

X

N/A
N/A

N/A

 No ramps / N/A

 

 

No Accessible entrances

Hard-packed gravel/dirt parking lot; 
generally level but subject to ponding 
water in spots.



LOCATION 
SITE ACCESS, PATH OF TRAVEL, ENTRANCES 
Specification Yes No Comments/Transition Notes
Site Access 
Accessible path of travel from passenger 
disembarking area and parking area to accessible 
entrance 
Disembarking area at accessible entrance 
Surface evenly paved or hard-packed 

No ponding of water 

Path of Travel 
Path does not require the use of stairs 
Path is stable, firm and s lip resistant 
3 ft wide minimum 
Slope maximum 1:20 (5%) and maximum cross pitch 
is 2% (1:50).  
Continuous common surface, no changes in level 
greater than ½ inch 
Any objects protruding onto the pathway must be 
detected by a person with a visual disability using a 
cane 
Objects protruding more than 4” from the wall 
must be within 27” of the ground, or higher than 
80” 
Curb on the pathway must have curb cuts at drives, 
parking and drop-offs 
Entrances 
Primary public entrances accessible to person using 
wheelchair, must be signed, gotten to independently, 
and not be the service entrance 
Level space extending 5 ft. from the door, interior 
and exterior of entrance doors 
Minimum 32” clear width opening (i.e. 36” door 
with standard hinge) 
At least 18" clear floor area on latch, pull side of 
door 
Door handle no higher than 48” and operable with a 
closed fist 
Vestibule is 4 ft plus the width of the door swinging 
into the space 
Entrance(s) on a level that makes elevators 
accessible 
Door mats less than ½” thick are securely fastened 
Door mats more than ½“ thick are recessed 
Grates in path of travel have openings of ½” 
maximum 
Signs at non-accessible entrance(s) indicate direction 
to accessible entrance 
Emergency egress – alarms with flashing lights and 
audible signals, sufficiently lighted 

See previous comments. 

See previous comments.

Belding Memorial Park - Lower

The public restroom is the only 
building on the facility. See 
restrooms for accessibility 
assessment.



LOCATION 
STAIRS and DOORS 
Specification Yes No Comments/Transition Notes
Stairs 

No open risers 
Nosings not projecting 
Treads no less than 11” wide 
Handrails on both sides 
Handrails 34”-38” above tread 
Handrail extends a minimum of 1 ft beyond top and 
bottom riser (if no safety hazard and space permits) 
Handgrip oval or round 
Handgrip has a smooth surface 
Handgrip diameter between 1¼” and 1½” 
1½” clearance between wall and handrail 
Doors 

Minimum 32” clear opening 

At least 18” clear floor space on pull side of door 
Closing speed minimum 3 seconds to within 3” of 
the latch 
Maximum pressure 5 pounds interior doors 
Threshold maximum ½” high, beveled on both sides 
Hardware operable with a closed fist (no 
conventional door knobs or thumb latch devices) 
Hardware minimum 36”, maximum 48” above the 
floor 
Clear, level floor space extends out 5 ft from both 
sides of the door 
Door adjacent to revolving door is accessible and 
unlocked 
Doors opening into hazardous area have hardware 
that is knurled or roughened 

X
X

X
X

X
X

X

X

N/A
N/A

Belding Memorial Park - Lower

Cement stairs, no handrails from grassed picnic area on top of hill to beach - not accessible.

Only doors are to restroom facility.

Inside bathroom, not outside.



LOCATION 
RESTROOMS – also see Doors and Vestibules 
Specification Yes No Comments/Transition Notes
5 ft turning space measured 12” from the floor 
At least one Sink: 

Clear floor space of 30” by 48” to allow a forward 
approach 
Mounted without pedestal or legs, height 34” to top 
of rim 
Extends at least 22” from the wall 
Open knee space a minimum 19” deep, 30” width, 
and 27” high 
Cover exposed pipes with insulation 
Faucets operable with closed fist (lever or spring 
activated handle) 
At least one Stall: 

Accessible to person using wheelchair at 60” wide 
by 72” deep 
Stall door is 36” wide 
Stall door swings out 
Stall door is self closing 
Stall door has a pull latch 
Lock on stall door is operable with a closed fist, and 
32” above the floor 
Coat hook is 54” high 
Toilet 

18” from center to nearest side wall 
42” minimum clear space from center to farthest 
wall or fixture 
Top of seat 17”-19” above the floor 
Grab Bars 
On back and side wall closest to toilet 
1¼” diameter 
1½” clearance to wall 
Located 30” above and parallel to the floor 
Acid-etched or roughened surface 
42” long 
Fixtures 

Toilet paper dispenser is 24” above floor 
One mirror set a maximum 38” to bottom (if tilted, 
42”) 
Dispensers (towel, soap, etc) at least one of each a 
maximum 42” above the floor 

Belding Memorial Park - Lower

X

X

X

X

X

X
X

X
X

X

X

X
X

X

X
X

X

Two sinks - lower sink is 26" from 
floor; higher sink is 35" from floor.

Lower sink is 22" wide; higher sink is 33" 
wide

X
X

one accessible stall in mens and womens rooms

Concrete walkway around bathroom building is 3-4' wide. A trash can is also stored along the pathway 
making it impassable for someone in a wheelchair (if they could even get to the bathrooms since the 
approach is soft sand. 



LOCATION 
FLOORS, DRINKING FOUNTAINS, TELEPHONES 
Specification Yes No Comments/Transition Notes
Floors 

Non-slip surface 
Carpeting is high-density, low pile, non-absorbent, 
stretched taut, securely anchored 
Corridor width minimum is 3 ft 

Objects (signs, ceiling lights, fixtures) can only 
protrude 4” into the path of travel from a height of 
27” to 80” above the floor 
Drinking Fountains 

Spouts no higher than 36” from floor to outlet 
Hand operated push button or level controls 
Spouts located near front with stream of water as 
parallel to front as possible 
If recessed, recess a minimum 30” width, and no 
deeper than depth of fountain 
If no clear knee space underneath, clear floor space 
30” x 48” to allow parallel approach 
Telephones 

Highest operating part a maximum 54” above the 
floor 
Access within 12” of phone, 30” high by 30” wide 
Adjustable volume control on headset so identified 
SIGNS, SIGNALS, AND SWITCHES 

Specification Yes No Comments/Transition Notes
Switches, Controls and Signs 

Switches and controls for light, heat, ventilation, 
windows, fire alarms, thermostats, etc, must be a 
minimum of 36” and a maximum of 48” above the 
floor for a forward reach, a maximum of 54” for a 
side reach 
Electrical outlets centered no lower than 18” above 
the floor 
Warning signals must be visual as well as audible 
Signs 

Mounting height must be 60” to centerline of the 
sign 
Within 18” of door jamb or recessed 
Letters and numbers a t least 1¼” high 
Letters and numbers raised .03” 
Letters and numbers contrast with the background 
color 

No public telephones

X

Not tested

Belding Memorial Park - Lower

N/A

Bathrooms are not signed as accessible.

X

X

X

X

X

No electricity, no switches, no fire alarms, no public accessible outlets



LOCATION 
SWIMMING POOLS – accessibility can be via ramp, lifting device, or transfer area  
Specification Yes No Comments/Transition Notes
Ramp at least 34” wide with a non-slip surface 
extending into the shallow end, slope not exceeding 
1:6 with handrails on both sides 
Lifting device 
Transfer area 18” above the path of travel and a 
minimum of 18” wide 
Unobstructed path of travel not less than 48” wide 
around pool 
Non-slip surface 

LOCATION 
SHOWER ROOMS - Showers must accommodate both wheel-in and transfer use 
Specification Yes No Comments/Transition Notes
Stalls 36” by 60” minimum, with a 36” door opening 
Floors are pitched to drain the stall at the corner 
farthest from entrance 
Floors are non-slip surface 
Controls operate by a single lever with a pressure 
balance mixing valve 
Controls are located on the center wall adjacent to 
the hinged seat 
Shower heads attached to a flexible metal hose 
Shower heads attached to wall mounting adjustable 
from 42” to 72” above the floor 
Seat is hinged and padded and at least 16” deep, 
folds upward, securely attached to side wall, height 
is 18” to the top of the seat, and at least 24” long 
Soap trays without handhold features unless they 
can support 250 pounds 
2 grab bars are provided, one 30” and one 48” long, 
or one continuous L shaped bar 
Grab bars are placed horizontally at 36” above the 
floor line 

LOCATION 
PICNICKING 
Specification Yes No Comments/Transition Notes
A minimum of 5% of the total tables must be 
accessible with clear space under the table top not 
less than 30” wide and 19” deep per seating space 
and not less than 27” clear from the ground to the 
underside of the table.  An additional 29” clear 
space (totaling 48”) must extend beyond the 19” 
clear space under the table to provide access 
For tables without toe clearance, the knee space 
under the table must be at least 28” high, 30” wide 
and 24” deep. 
Top of table no higher than 32” above ground 
Surface of the clear ground space under and around 
the table must be stable, firma nd slip-resistant, and 
evenly graded with a maximum slope of 2% in all 
directions 
Accessible tables, grills and fire rings must have clear 
ground space of at least 36” around the perimeter 

Belding Memorial Park - Lower

N/A

N/A

Not accessible -  on top of grassed hill. 
Grassed driveway to the site.



Belding Memorial Park – Upper 
Main Street 
 
Existing Conditions:  
Access to Upper Park is from Main Street at a large 
dirt parking lot. There is one signed handicapped 
parking spot next to a concrete walkway and picnic 
area that accommodates wheelchairs. No other 
areas/facilities at the park are ADA accessible. A 
gravel access road to the boat launch does exist, 
however there is no level pad for a wheelchair, or 
accessible dock at the water’s edge. 
 
 
Recommendations for Improved Accessibility:  

1. Develop an accessible boat launch and dock at Ashfield Lake. 
2. Develop an accessible viewing area. Vista pruning of the forested lake edge will be performed in 

2017. A mowed lawn abuts this area, and is currently not accessible. 
 
Schedule:  2018-2024  
 
Responsible Entity:  Parks Commission 

 
  

Accessible picnic area at Upper Park 

Gravel access road to boat launch Grassed walkway to lake 



Facility Inventory LOCATION: 
ACTIVITY EQUIPMENT NOTES

Located adjacent to accessible paths 
Access to Open Spaces 
Back and Arm Rests 

Tables & Benches 

Adequate number 
Height of Cooking Surface Grills 
Located adjacent to accessible paths 

Trash Cans Located adjacent to accessible paths 
Located adjacent to accessible paths 

Picnic Facilities 

Picnic Shelters Located near accessible water fountains, trash can, restroom, 
parking, etc. 
Surface material 
Dimensions 
Rails 

Trails

Signage (for visually impaired) 
Entrance 
Location from accessible parking Pools 
Safety features i.e. warning for visually impaired 
Location from accessible path into water 
Handrails 
Location from accessible parking 

Swimming Facilities 

Beaches 

Shade provided 
All Play Equipment i.e. swings, 
slides Same experience provided to all 

Located adjacent to accessible paths 
Play Areas (tot lots) 

Access Routes 
Enough space between equipment for wheelchair 
Located adjacent to accessible paths 

Access Routes 
Berm cuts onto courts 

Height 
Dimensions 

Game Areas:  
*ballfield
*basketball
*tennis Equipment 

Spectator Seating 
Located adjacent to accessible paths Boat Docks Access Routes 
Handrails 
Located adjacent to accessible paths Access Routes 
Handrails 
Arm Rests 
Bait Shelves 
Handrails 

Fishing Facilities 
Equipment 

Fish Cleaning Tables 

Learn-to-Swim 

Guided Hikes Programming Are special programs at your 
facilities accessible?  

Interpretive Programs 

Information available in alternative formats i.e. for visually impaired Services and 
Technical 
Assistance Process to request interpretive services (i.e. sign language interpreter) for meetings 

Belding Memorial Park - Upper
Main Street, Ashfield, MA

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

Belding Memorial Park consists of the Upper Park on Main Street on the south side of the lake, and 
Lower Park on the east end of the lake, including the town beach and tennis courts. The Lower Park 
has been assessed separately. The park is managed by the Parks Commission.

Upper Park is a large open field overlooking Ashfield Lake. Trails and wide mowed paths provide 
access by foot to the lake in several areas. A dry oak forest provides a woodland buffer between the 
mowed park fields and the lake. A section of the woodland buffer is scheduled for vista pruning in 
2017 to provide more open views of the lake from within the park. 

YES
YES

NO - back only
YES

17"
YES
NO
N/A

N/A
Not accessible

Fishing is allowed  from 
the shore and on the 
pond. Access to these 
areas is not accessible. A 
compacted aggregate 
driveway exists to the 
current boat launch, 
however there is no  
access pad for a 
wheelchair.

grass/gravel



LOCATION 
PARKING  
Total Spaces Required Accessible Spaces 
Up to 25 1 space 
26-50 2 spaces
51-75 3 spaces
76-100 4 spaces
101-150 5 spaces
151-200 6 spaces
201-300 7 spaces
301-400 8 spaces
401-500 9 spaces
Specification for Accessible Spaces Yes No Comments/Transition Notes 
Accessible space located closest to accessible 
entrance 
Where spaces cannot be located within 200 ft of 
accessible entrance, drop-off area is provided within 
100 ft. 
Minimum width of 13 ft includes 8 ft space plus 5 ft 
access aisle  
Van space – minimum of 1 van space for every 
accessible space, 8 ft wide plus 8 ft aisle.  Alternative 
is to make all accessible spaces 11 ft wide with 5 ft 
aisle. 

Sign with international symbol of accessibility at each 
space or pair of spaces 
Sign minimum 5 ft, maximum 8 ft to top of sign 

Surface evenly paved or hard-packed (no cracks) 

Surface slope less than 1:20, 5% 

Curbcut to pathway from parking lot at each space 
or pair of spaces, if sidewalk (curb) is present 
Curbcut is a minimum width of 3 ft, excluding 
sloped sides, has sloped sides, all slopes not to 
exceed 1:12, and textured or painted yellow 
RAMPS 
Specification Yes No Comments/Transition Notes
Slope Maximum 1:12 

Minimum width 4 ft between handrails 

Handrails on both sides if ramp is longer than 6 ft 
Handrails at 34” and 19” from ramp surface 
Handrails extend 12” beyond top and bottom 
Handgrip oval or round 
Handgrip smooth surface 

Handgrip diameter between 1¼” and 2” 

Clearance of 1½” between wall and wall rail 
Non-slip surface 

Level platforms (4ft x 4 ft) at every 30 ft, at top, at 
bottom, at change of direction 

Belding Memorial Park - Upper

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

N/A
N/A

 N/A

There is a large gravel lot adjacent to 
Route 116. A spot closest to the concrete 
walkway leading to the accessible picnic 
table and grill is signed for handicapped 
parking. 

X



Brewer Tatro Memorial Woods 
Hawley Road 
 
Existing Conditions:  
The Brewer Tatro Memorial Woods is under the care 
and control of the Conservation Commission, and 
was donated to the town in 1977 by Esther D. and 
Phillip H. Steinmetz. This property is hilly and 
forested without any trails or other recreational 
facilities. The local Girl Scouts troop has expressed 
interest in developing a trail here in the near future. 
 
Non-accessible parking is available at the pullout on 
the north side of Hawley Road. This area is 
maintained through the courtesy of The Trustees of  
Reservations as it also provides parking for their Bear Swamp Reservation located to the south and west.  
 
Recommendations for Improved Accessibility:  
Due to the hilly landscape, this site may not be appropriate for the development of ADA compliant 
accessible facilities. 
 
Schedule:  N/A  
 
Responsible Entity:  Conservation Commission 

 
 
 
 
  

Sign on Hawley Road at parking area 

Parking area on Hawley Road, across the street 
from entrance to Bear Swamp Reservation 

Large vernal pool adjacent to parking area on 
Hawley Road 



Facility Inventory LOCATION: 
ACTIVITY EQUIPMENT NOTES

Located adjacent to accessible paths 
Access to Open Spaces 
Back and Arm Rests 

Tables & Benches 

Adequate number 
Height of Cooking Surface Grills 
Located adjacent to accessible paths 

Trash Cans Located adjacent to accessible paths 
Located adjacent to accessible paths 

Picnic Facilities 

Picnic Shelters Located near accessible water fountains, trash can, restroom, 
parking, etc. 
Surface material 
Dimensions 
Rails 

Trails

Signage (for visually impaired) 
Entrance 
Location from accessible parking Pools 
Safety features i.e. warning for visually impaired 
Location from accessible path into water 
Handrails 
Location from accessible parking 

Swimming Facilities 

Beaches 

Shade provided 
All Play Equipment i.e. swings, 
slides Same experience provided to all 

Located adjacent to accessible paths 
Play Areas (tot lots) 

Access Routes 
Enough space between equipment for wheelchair 
Located adjacent to accessible paths 

Access Routes 
Berm cuts onto courts 

Height 
Dimensions 

Game Areas:  
*ballfield
*basketball
*tennis Equipment 

Spectator Seating 
Located adjacent to accessible paths Boat Docks Access Routes 
Handrails 
Located adjacent to accessible paths Access Routes 
Handrails 
Arm Rests 
Bait Shelves 
Handrails 

Fishing Facilities 
Equipment 

Fish Cleaning Tables 

Learn-to-Swim 

Guided Hikes Programming Are special programs at your 
facilities accessible?  

Interpretive Programs 

Information available in alternative formats i.e. for visually impaired Services and 
Technical 
Assistance Process to request interpretive services (i.e. sign language interpreter) for meetings 

Brewer Tatro Memorial Woods
Hawley Road, Ashfield, MA

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

NOTE: The Brewer Tatro Memorial Woods is under the care and control of the Conservation 
Commission, and was donated to the town in 1977 by Esther D. and Phillip H. Steinmetz. This 
property currently functions as forested open space. There are no recreational facilities, including 
trails, at this site. The local Girl Scouts troop has expressed interest in developing a trail here in the 
near future.

Non-ADA accessible parking is available at a pullout on the side of the road, maintained by The 
Trustees of Reservations, which also provides parking for their Bear Swamp Reservation, located to 
the south and west of the Brewer Tatro property. 



Stroheker Road Trailhead 
Stroheker Road 
 
Existing Conditions:  
The trailhead to the Stroheker Road – TTOR Overlook Trail is 
located on a small parcel of town owned land at the 
intersection of Stroheker Road and Route 112. There are no 
facilities at this location other than a kiosk. Non-accessible 
parking is available on the east side of Route 112 in a grassy 
area at the mile 35.0 sign. 
 
Recommendations for Improved Accessibility:  
This is a single track trail, traversing a steep, forested landscape. 
It is not appropriate for accessibility improvements. Only the 
trailhead is on town-owned property. The remainder of the trail 
crosses private property through the permission of landowners. 
 
Schedule:  N/A 
 
Responsible Entity:  Ashfield Trails Committee 
 

 
  

Trailhead kiosk 

Stroheker Road street sign at Route 112. Trailhead 
to Ashfield Mountain trail on east side of Route 
112, across the street from the kiosk. 

Stroheker Road trailhead  



Facility Inventory LOCATION: 
ACTIVITY EQUIPMENT NOTES

Located adjacent to accessible paths 
Access to Open Spaces 
Back and Arm Rests 

Tables & Benches 

Adequate number 
Height of Cooking Surface Grills 
Located adjacent to accessible paths 

Trash Cans Located adjacent to accessible paths 
Located adjacent to accessible paths 

Picnic Facilities 

Picnic Shelters Located near accessible water fountains, trash can, restroom, 
parking, etc. 
Surface material 
Dimensions 
Rails 

Trails

Signage (for visually impaired) 
Entrance 
Location from accessible parking Pools 
Safety features i.e. warning for visually impaired 
Location from accessible path into water 
Handrails 
Location from accessible parking 

Swimming Facilities 

Beaches 

Shade provided 
All Play Equipment i.e. swings, 
slides Same experience provided to all 

Located adjacent to accessible paths 
Play Areas (tot lots) 

Access Routes 
Enough space between equipment for wheelchair 
Located adjacent to accessible paths 

Access Routes 
Berm cuts onto courts 

Height 
Dimensions 

Game Areas:  
*ballfield
*basketball
*tennis Equipment 

Spectator Seating 
Located adjacent to accessible paths Boat Docks Access Routes 
Handrails 
Located adjacent to accessible paths Access Routes 
Handrails 
Arm Rests 
Bait Shelves 
Handrails 

Fishing Facilities 
Equipment 

Fish Cleaning Tables 

Learn-to-Swim 

Guided Hikes Programming Are special programs at your 
facilities accessible?  

Interpretive Programs 

Information available in alternative formats i.e. for visually impaired Services and 
Technical 
Assistance Process to request interpretive services (i.e. sign language interpreter) for meetings 

Stroheker Road Trailhead
Stroheker Road, Ashfield, MA

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

NOTE: The trailhead to the Stroheker Road - TTOR Overlook Trail is located an a small parcel of 
town owned land at the intersection of Stroheker Road and Route 112. There are no facilities at 
this location other than a kiosk. Non-ADA accessible parking is available on the east side of Route 
112  in grassy area at mile 35.0 sign.



Town Common 
Main Street 
 
Existing Conditions:  
The Town Common is located next door to the Fire 
Station on Main Street, which is also Route 116. This 
is 4.5 acre parcel consists of 1.2 acres of mowed 
lawn with the remainder forested. A paved sidewalk 
parallels the site along Main Street. Cars also 
informally parallel park along the road.  The 
property is protected from development by a 
Conservation Restriction, and therefore, no 
“facilities” are located at this location. Town 
sponsored events occur here throughout the year. 
Additional parking is available across the street at 
the First Congregational Church, however this is not 
town-owned parking.  
 
Parking at the First Congregational Church consists 
of two handicapped accessible parking spots: 1) at 
the front of the building at the top of the driveway 
at Main Street; and, 2) east of the church at the rear 
door. The spot at the top of the driveway is next to a 
concrete sidewalk and approximately 30’ from a 
crosswalk with curb cuts that lead to the Town 
Common. 
 
Recommendations for Improved Accessibility:  
Due to the Conservation Restriction’s prohibition on 
new structures, no improvements are recommended 
for this site. 
 
Schedule:  N/A 
 
Responsible Entity:  Selectboard 
 
  

Curb cut at crosswalk across Main Street / Route 
116 to sidewalk adjacent to Town Common lawn 

Parking spot at First Congregational Church, 
crosswalk, and curb cuts to sidewalk on both 

sides of Main Street/Route 116 



Facility Inventory LOCATION: 
ACTIVITY EQUIPMENT NOTES

Located adjacent to accessible paths 
Access to Open Spaces 
Back and Arm Rests 

Tables & Benches 

Adequate number 
Height of Cooking Surface Grills 
Located adjacent to accessible paths 

Trash Cans Located adjacent to accessible paths 
Located adjacent to accessible paths 

Picnic Facilities 

Picnic Shelters Located near accessible water fountains, trash can, restroom, 
parking, etc. 
Surface material 
Dimensions 
Rails 

Trails

Signage (for visually impaired) 
Entrance 
Location from accessible parking Pools 
Safety features i.e. warning for visually impaired 
Location from accessible path into water 
Handrails 
Location from accessible parking 

Swimming Facilities 

Beaches 

Shade provided 
All Play Equipment i.e. swings, 
slides Same experience provided to all 

Located adjacent to accessible paths 
Play Areas (tot lots) 

Access Routes 
Enough space between equipment for wheelchair 
Located adjacent to accessible paths 

Access Routes 
Berm cuts onto courts 

Height 
Dimensions 

Game Areas:  
*ballfield
*basketball
*tennis Equipment 

Spectator Seating 
Located adjacent to accessible paths Boat Docks Access Routes 
Handrails 
Located adjacent to accessible paths Access Routes 
Handrails 
Arm Rests 
Bait Shelves 
Handrails 

Fishing Facilities 
Equipment 

Fish Cleaning Tables 

Learn-to-Swim 

Guided Hikes Programming Are special programs at your 
facilities accessible?  

Interpretive Programs 

Information available in alternative formats i.e. for visually impaired Services and 
Technical 
Assistance Process to request interpretive services (i.e. sign language interpreter) for meetings 

Town Common, Main Street, Ashfield, MA

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

NOTE: The Town Common is located next door to the Fire Station. The property is protected 
from development by a Conservation Restriction, therefore there are no "facilities" at this location. 
Town sponsored events occur here throughout the year. Parking is available across the street at the 
First Congregational Church, and assessed as part of this report.



LOCATION 
PARKING  
Total Spaces Required Accessible Spaces 
Up to 25 1 space 
26-50 2 spaces
51-75 3 spaces
76-100 4 spaces
101-150 5 spaces
151-200 6 spaces
201-300 7 spaces
301-400 8 spaces
401-500 9 spaces
Specification for Accessible Spaces Yes No Comments/Transition Notes 
Accessible space located closest to accessible 
entrance 
Where spaces cannot be located within 200 ft of 
accessible entrance, drop-off area is provided within 
100 ft. 
Minimum width of 13 ft includes 8 ft space plus 5 ft 
access aisle  
Van space – minimum of 1 van space for every 
accessible space, 8 ft wide plus 8 ft aisle.  Alternative 
is to make all accessible spaces 11 ft wide with 5 ft 
aisle. 

Sign with international symbol of accessibility at each 
space or pair of spaces 
Sign minimum 5 ft, maximum 8 ft to top of sign 

Surface evenly paved or hard-packed (no cracks) 

Surface slope less than 1:20, 5% 

Curbcut to pathway from parking lot at each space 
or pair of spaces, if sidewalk (curb) is present 
Curbcut is a minimum width of 3 ft, excluding 
sloped sides, has sloped sides, all slopes not to 
exceed 1:12, and textured or painted yellow 
RAMPS 
Specification Yes No Comments/Transition Notes
Slope Maximum 1:12 

Minimum width 4 ft between handrails 

Handrails on both sides if ramp is longer than 6 ft 
Handrails at 34” and 19” from ramp surface 
Handrails extend 12” beyond top and bottom 
Handgrip oval or round 
Handgrip smooth surface 

Handgrip diameter between 1¼” and 2” 

Clearance of 1½” between wall and wall rail 
Non-slip surface 

Level platforms (4ft x 4 ft) at every 30 ft, at top, at 
bottom, at change of direction 

Town Common

There is no designated parking at the Town 
Common. On street parking is technically 
illegal along a state highway, and Main Street 
is also Route 116. The First Congregational 
Church, located across the street, allows 
their parking lot to be used for activities on 
the Common. There are two handicapped 
accessible parking spots: at the front of the 
building at the top of the driveway, and 
behind the church at the rear door. Both 
spots are signed. The spot at the front of the 
building is next to a concrete sidewalk, and 
approximately 30' from a crosswalk with 
adequate curbcuts. 

N/A

SEE COMMENTS



LOCATION 
SITE ACCESS, PATH OF TRAVEL, ENTRANCES 
Specification Yes No Comments/Transition Notes
Site Access 
Accessible path of travel from passenger 
disembarking area and parking area to accessible 
entrance 
Disembarking area at accessible entrance 
Surface evenly paved or hard-packed 

No ponding of water 

Path of Travel 
Path does not require the use of stairs 
Path is stable, firm and s lip resistant 
3 ft wide minimum 
Slope maximum 1:20 (5%) and maximum cross pitch 
is 2% (1:50).  
Continuous common surface, no changes in level 
greater than ½ inch 
Any objects protruding onto the pathway must be 
detected by a person with a visual disability using a 
cane 
Objects protruding more than 4” from the wall 
must be within 27” of the ground, or higher than 
80” 
Curb on the pathway must have curb cuts at drives, 
parking and drop-offs 
Entrances 
Primary public entrances accessible to person using 
wheelchair, must be signed, gotten to independently, 
and not be the service entrance 
Level space extending 5 ft. from the door, interior 
and exterior of entrance doors 
Minimum 32” clear width opening (i.e. 36” door 
with standard hinge) 
At least 18" clear floor area on latch, pull side of 
door 
Door handle no higher than 48” and operable with a 
closed fist 
Vestibule is 4 ft plus the width of the door swinging 
into the space 
Entrance(s) on a level that makes elevators 
accessible 
Door mats less than ½” thick are securely fastened 
Door mats more than ½“ thick are recessed 
Grates in path of travel have openings of ½” 
maximum 
Signs at non-accessible entrance(s) indicate direction 
to accessible entrance 
Emergency egress – alarms with flashing lights and 
audible signals, sufficiently lighted 

SEE COMMENTS

Town Common

See notes above about access from parking 
across the street at the church, sidewalk and 
curbcuts. A concrete sidewalk runs along the 
north side of the Common. There are no curb 
cuts or resting spots/pullouts for persons in a 
wheelchair. 

The entire site is grass and not accessible.



Town Hall 
412 Main Street 
 
Existing Conditions:  
Town Hall is a historic town-owned building. 
Community events and occasional recreational events 
occur here. Thus, the building has been included in the 
ADA assessment as a town-owned recreation facility. 
 
There is one accessible parking spot in front of Town 
Hall. The sign is on a removable chain across the front 
of the spot which also serves as access to the side and 
back of the Fire Station and Town Hall. The parking 
space and access path to the building have changes in 
level measuring ¼ to ½”, and there is a ½ to 1” lip 
between the pavement and the stone path. 
 
A ramp on the west side of the building is recognized as 
an emergency exit from inside the building. The ramp is 
not accessible due to a 2” change in level from the 
pavement to the ramp, and the screw latch on the 
interior of the door at 5’ high. 
 
Doors, mats and stairways on the first floor are 
accessible. An elevator provides transport between 
floors. The bathrooms are located in the basement and 
are accessible. 
 
Recommendations for Improved Accessibility:  
The Massachusetts Office of Disability conducted an Accessibility Site Survey at Town Hall on November 
6, 2009. The Ashfield Building Committee has recently revisited this document and will be preparing a 
Municipal ADA Improvement Grant application for FY18. The Committee has not yet identified a scope 
of work for the grant application.  
 

1. Improve access at front door and from ramp by leveling walkways and transition between 
surfaces. 

2. Consider recommendations to be developed by the Town Hall building Committee. 
 
Schedule:  2018-2024 
 
Responsible Entity:  Town Hall Building Committee, Selectboard 
  

Handicapped parking spot at Town Hall 

Walkway and ramp on west side of Town Hall. 



Facility Inventory LOCATION: 
ACTIVITY EQUIPMENT NOTES

Located adjacent to accessible paths 
Access to Open Spaces 
Back and Arm Rests 

Tables & Benches 

Adequate number 
Height of Cooking Surface Grills 
Located adjacent to accessible paths 

Trash Cans Located adjacent to accessible paths 
Located adjacent to accessible paths 

Picnic Facilities 

Picnic Shelters Located near accessible water fountains, trash can, restroom, 
parking, etc. 
Surface material 
Dimensions 
Rails 

Trails

Signage (for visually impaired) 
Entrance 
Location from accessible parking Pools 
Safety features i.e. warning for visually impaired 
Location from accessible path into water 
Handrails 
Location from accessible parking 

Swimming Facilities 

Beaches 

Shade provided 
All Play Equipment i.e. swings, 
slides Same experience provided to all 

Located adjacent to accessible paths 
Play Areas (tot lots) 

Access Routes 
Enough space between equipment for wheelchair 
Located adjacent to accessible paths 

Access Routes 
Berm cuts onto courts 

Height 
Dimensions 

Game Areas:  
*ballfield
*basketball
*tennis Equipment 

Spectator Seating 
Located adjacent to accessible paths Boat Docks Access Routes 
Handrails 
Located adjacent to accessible paths Access Routes 
Handrails 
Arm Rests 
Bait Shelves 
Handrails 

Fishing Facilities 
Equipment 

Fish Cleaning Tables 

Learn-to-Swim 

Guided Hikes Programming Are special programs at your 
facilities accessible?  

Interpretive Programs 

Information available in alternative formats i.e. for visually impaired Services and 
Technical 
Assistance Process to request interpretive services (i.e. sign language interpreter) for meetings 

Town Hall, 412 Main Street, Ashfield, MA

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

Town Hall is a historic town-owned building. Community events and occasional recreational events 
occur here. Thus, the building has been included in the ADA assessment as a town-owned recreational 
facility.

The Massachusetts Office of Disability conducted an Accessibility Site Survey at Town Hall on 
November 6, 2009. The Ashfield Building Committee has recently re-visited this document and will be 
preparing a Municipal ADA Improvement Grant application for FY18. The Committee has not yet 
identified a scope of work for the grant application.



LOCATION 
PARKING  
Total Spaces Required Accessible Spaces 
Up to 25 1 space 
26-50 2 spaces
51-75 3 spaces
76-100 4 spaces
101-150 5 spaces
151-200 6 spaces
201-300 7 spaces
301-400 8 spaces
401-500 9 spaces
Specification for Accessible Spaces Yes No Comments/Transition Notes 
Accessible space located closest to accessible 
entrance 
Where spaces cannot be located within 200 ft of 
accessible entrance, drop-off area is provided within 
100 ft. 
Minimum width of 13 ft includes 8 ft space plus 5 ft 
access aisle  
Van space – minimum of 1 van space for every 
accessible space, 8 ft wide plus 8 ft aisle.  Alternative 
is to make all accessible spaces 11 ft wide with 5 ft 
aisle. 

Sign with international symbol of accessibility at each 
space or pair of spaces 
Sign minimum 5 ft, maximum 8 ft to top of sign 

Surface evenly paved or hard-packed (no cracks) 

Surface slope less than 1:20, 5% 

Curbcut to pathway from parking lot at each space 
or pair of spaces, if sidewalk (curb) is present 
Curbcut is a minimum width of 3 ft, excluding 
sloped sides, has sloped sides, all slopes not to 
exceed 1:12, and textured or painted yellow 
RAMPS 
Specification Yes No Comments/Transition Notes
Slope Maximum 1:12 

Minimum width 4 ft between handrails 

Handrails on both sides if ramp is longer than 6 ft 
Handrails at 34” and 19” from ramp surface 
Handrails extend 12” beyond top and bottom 
Handgrip oval or round 
Handgrip smooth surface 

Handgrip diameter between 1¼” and 2” 

Clearance of 1½” between wall and wall rail 
Non-slip surface 

Level platforms (4ft x 4 ft) at every 30 ft, at top, at 
bottom, at change of direction 

Town Hall

X

X

X

X
The one  accessible space would 
accommodate a van.

X

X

The sign hangs on a chain across the front of 
the space, approximately 3' high. The chain is 
removable to allow vehicular access behind 
Town Hall and the adjacent Fire Station.

X

X

N/A
N/A

The parking space is paved, with some 
cracks. A stone pathway leading from the 
parking to the entrance has changes in level 
measuring 1/4-1/2", There is a 1/2-1" lip 
between the pavement and the stone path.

X

X

N/A

X
X
X
X
X

X
N/A

X

X

A ramp is provided on the west side of the 
building, recognized as an emergency exit 
from the interior of the building. the approach 
to the ramp is over pavement that is in severe 
disrepair, which creates changes in level over 
1/2 inch. There is a two inch change fromt eh 
pavement to the ramp.



LOCATION 
SITE ACCESS, PATH OF TRAVEL, ENTRANCES 
Specification Yes No Comments/Transition Notes
Site Access 
Accessible path of travel from passenger 
disembarking area and parking area to accessible 
entrance 
Disembarking area at accessible entrance 
Surface evenly paved or hard-packed 

No ponding of water 

Path of Travel 
Path does not require the use of stairs 
Path is stable, firm and s lip resistant 
3 ft wide minimum 
Slope maximum 1:20 (5%) and maximum cross pitch 
is 2% (1:50).  
Continuous common surface, no changes in level 
greater than ½ inch 
Any objects protruding onto the pathway must be 
detected by a person with a visual disability using a 
cane 
Objects protruding more than 4” from the wall 
must be within 27” of the ground, or higher than 
80” 
Curb on the pathway must have curb cuts at drives, 
parking and drop-offs 
Entrances 
Primary public entrances accessible to person using 
wheelchair, must be signed, gotten to independently, 
and not be the service entrance 
Level space extending 5 ft. from the door, interior 
and exterior of entrance doors 
Minimum 32” clear width opening (i.e. 36” door 
with standard hinge) 
At least 18" clear floor area on latch, pull side of 
door 
Door handle no higher than 48” and operable with a 
closed fist 
Vestibule is 4 ft plus the width of the door swinging 
into the space 
Entrance(s) on a level that makes elevators 
accessible 
Door mats less than ½” thick are securely fastened 
Door mats more than ½“ thick are recessed 
Grates in path of travel have openings of ½” 
maximum 
Signs at non-accessible entrance(s) indicate direction 
to accessible entrance 
Emergency egress – alarms with flashing lights and 
audible signals, sufficiently lighted 

X

X

X

X

See previous comments under parking.

X
X
X

X
X

X

X

N/A

See previous comments under parking.

X Not signed.

X

X

X

X

N/A

X

X Less than 1/2" but not securely fastened.
X

N/A

X
Located at ramp on west side of building. 
Emergency alarm not tested.

Town Hall



LOCATION 
STAIRS and DOORS 
Specification Yes No Comments/Transition Notes
Stairs 

No open risers 
Nosings not projecting 
Treads no less than 11” wide 
Handrails on both sides 
Handrails 34”-38” above tread 
Handrail extends a minimum of 1 ft beyond top and 
bottom riser (if no safety hazard and space permits) 
Handgrip oval or round 
Handgrip has a smooth surface 
Handgrip diameter between 1¼” and 1½” 
1½” clearance between wall and handrail 
Doors 

Minimum 32” clear opening 

At least 18” clear floor space on pull side of door 
Closing speed minimum 3 seconds to within 3” of 
the latch 
Maximum pressure 5 pounds interior doors 
Threshold maximum ½” high, beveled on both sides 
Hardware operable with a closed fist (no 
conventional door knobs or thumb latch devices) 
Hardware minimum 36”, maximum 48” above the 
floor 
Clear, level floor space extends out 5 ft from both 
sides of the door 
Door adjacent to revolving door is accessible and 
unlocked 
Doors opening into hazardous area have hardware 
that is knurled or roughened 

X
X
X
X
X 33"

X

X
X
X
X

Stairs from entrance to first floor.

X
X

X
X

X
X

X

X Varies room to room; 3-5' or more 
generally.

N/A
N/A

NOTES

Doors on the first floor were assessed. The second floor auditorium space was not assessed. 
First floor space for classes (yoga, Tai Chi, etc.).

Mats on first floor at lift not secured to floor, but less than 1/2" (essentially flat, not pile).

Screen door at emergency exit (ramped exterior) - Handle is not for closed grip. Sign on door 
notes "Door to be held open when building occupancy exceeds 50 people". Screw latch on 
emergency door at 5' high. 

Town Hall



LOCATION 
RESTROOMS – also see Doors and Vestibules 
Specification Yes No Comments/Transition Notes
5 ft turning space measured 12” from the floor 
At least one Sink: 

Clear floor space of 30” by 48” to allow a forward 
approach 
Mounted without pedestal or legs, height 34” to top 
of rim 
Extends at least 22” from the wall 
Open knee space a minimum 19” deep, 30” width, 
and 27” high 
Cover exposed pipes with insulation 
Faucets operable with closed fist (lever or spring 
activated handle) 
At least one Stall: 

Accessible to person using wheelchair at 60” wide 
by 72” deep 
Stall door is 36” wide 
Stall door swings out 
Stall door is self closing 
Stall door has a pull latch 
Lock on stall door is operable with a closed fist, and 
32” above the floor 
Coat hook is 54” high 
Toilet 

18” from center to nearest side wall 
42” minimum clear space from center to farthest 
wall or fixture 
Top of seat 17”-19” above the floor 
Grab Bars 
On back and side wall closest to toilet 
1¼” diameter 
1½” clearance to wall 
Located 30” above and parallel to the floor 
Acid-etched or roughened surface 
42” long 
Fixtures 

Toilet paper dispenser is 24” above floor 
One mirror set a maximum 38” to bottom (if tilted, 
42”) 
Dispensers (towel, soap, etc) at least one of each a 
maximum 42” above the floor 

Town Hall

X

X

X

X
X

X
N/A

X

X
X

X
X

X

X

X
X

on side wallX
X
X
X
X
X

X
X

X



LOCATION 
FLOORS, DRINKING FOUNTAINS, TELEPHONES 
Specification Yes No Comments/Transition Notes
Floors 

Non-slip surface 
Carpeting is high-density, low pile, non-absorbent, 
stretched taut, securely anchored 
Corridor width minimum is 3 ft 

Objects (signs, ceiling lights, fixtures) can only 
protrude 4” into the path of travel from a height of 
27” to 80” above the floor 
Drinking Fountains 

Spouts no higher than 36” from floor to outlet 
Hand operated push button or level controls 
Spouts located near front with stream of water as 
parallel to front as possible 
If recessed, recess a minimum 30” width, and no 
deeper than depth of fountain 
If no clear knee space underneath, clear floor space 
30” x 48” to allow parallel approach 
Telephones 

Highest operating part a maximum 54” above the 
floor 
Access within 12” of phone, 30” high by 30” wide 
Adjustable volume control on headset so identified 
SIGNS, SIGNALS, AND SWITCHES 

Specification Yes No Comments/Transition Notes
Switches, Controls and Signs 

Switches and controls for light, heat, ventilation, 
windows, fire alarms, thermostats, etc, must be a 
minimum of 36” and a maximum of 48” above the 
floor for a forward reach, a maximum of 54” for a 
side reach 
Electrical outlets centered no lower than 18” above 
the floor 
Warning signals must be visual as well as audible 
Signs 

Mounting height must be 60” to centerline of the 
sign 
Within 18” of door jamb or recessed 
Letters and numbers a t least 1¼” high 
Letters and numbers raised .03” 
Letters and numbers contrast with the background 
color 

N/A

No public telephones

X

X

X

Old wood floors throughout the building, may 
be slippery when wet. At main entrance, no 
slip, weather resistance flooring. Linoleum tiles 
in basement and bathrooms.

X

X

Not tested

X
X
X
X On "Exit" and handcapped signs

X

Town Hall



LOCATION 
SWIMMING POOLS – accessibility can be via ramp, lifting device, or transfer area  
Specification Yes No Comments/Transition Notes
Ramp at least 34” wide with a non-slip surface 
extending into the shallow end, slope not exceeding 
1:6 with handrails on both sides 
Lifting device 
Transfer area 18” above the path of travel and a 
minimum of 18” wide 
Unobstructed path of travel not less than 48” wide 
around pool 
Non-slip surface 

LOCATION 
SHOWER ROOMS - Showers must accommodate both wheel-in and transfer use 
Specification Yes No Comments/Transition Notes
Stalls 36” by 60” minimum, with a 36” door opening 
Floors are pitched to drain the stall at the corner 
farthest from entrance 
Floors are non-slip surface 
Controls operate by a single lever with a pressure 
balance mixing valve 
Controls are located on the center wall adjacent to 
the hinged seat 
Shower heads attached to a flexible metal hose 
Shower heads attached to wall mounting adjustable 
from 42” to 72” above the floor 
Seat is hinged and padded and at least 16” deep, 
folds upward, securely attached to side wall, height 
is 18” to the top of the seat, and at least 24” long 
Soap trays without handhold features unless they 
can support 250 pounds 
2 grab bars are provided, one 30” and one 48” long, 
or one continuous L shaped bar 
Grab bars are placed horizontally at 36” above the 
floor line 

LOCATION 
PICNICKING 
Specification Yes No Comments/Transition Notes
A minimum of 5% of the total tables must be 
accessible with clear space under the table top not 
less than 30” wide and 19” deep per seating space 
and not less than 27” clear from the ground to the 
underside of the table.  An additional 29” clear 
space (totaling 48”) must extend beyond the 19” 
clear space under the table to provide access 
For tables without toe clearance, the knee space 
under the table must be at least 28” high, 30” wide 
and 24” deep. 
Top of table no higher than 32” above ground 
Surface of the clear ground space under and around 
the table must be stable, firma nd slip-resistant, and 
evenly graded with a maximum slope of 2% in all 
directions 
Accessible tables, grills and fire rings must have clear 
ground space of at least 36” around the perimeter 

Town Hall

N/A

N/A

N/A



44 Buckland Road and Bronson Avenue  
Parking Lot 
 
Existing Conditions:  
The Town owns two small parcels at 44 Buckland Road 
and on Bronson Avenue adjacent to and associated with 
the ballfields owned and operated by the Trustees of 
Smith Academy. Therefore, the ballfields and 
playground were not assessed as part of this report, just 
the parking and access as provided on town-owned 
property. 
 
44 Buckland Road – A steeply sloped, 100-foot long 
paved driveway from Buckland Road terminates at a 
parking lot adjacent to the ballfield. Some overflow 
parking is accommodated on the adjacent lawn. There 
are no signed handicapped parking spots in this lot. 
There is a port-o-potty at the northern end of the 
parking lot that is not accessible. 
 
 Bronson Avenue Parking Lot – This is an unpaved 
parking lot for approximately 15 cars. There is no signed 
handicapped parking spot. Across the street from the 
lot is an uneven asphalt walkway and concrete steps 
approximately 70’ long, with hand railings.  
 
Recommendations for Improved Accessibility:  
Due to the distance and grade change from Bronson 
Ave to the ballfields, no accessibility improvements to 
the Bronson Avenue parking lot are recommended. The 
following recommendations are for the parking lot at 
Buckland Road: 

1. Provide a signed handicapped parking spot 
close to the ballfield. 

2. Consider providing a handicapped accessible port-o-potty at this facility. 
 
Schedule:  2018-2024 
 
Responsible Entity:  Selectboard 
  

Driveway from Buckland Road and adjacent 
lawn for overflow parking 

Buckland Road parking lot adjacent to ballfield 



 Parking lot on Bronson Avenue 

Unpaved walkway from Bronson Avenue 
parking lot to ballfields 

Steps and unpaved walkway from Bronson 
Avenue to ballfields 



Facility Inventory LOCATION: 
ACTIVITY EQUIPMENT NOTES

Located adjacent to accessible paths 
Access to Open Spaces 
Back and Arm Rests 

Tables & Benches 

Adequate number 
Height of Cooking Surface Grills 
Located adjacent to accessible paths 

Trash Cans Located adjacent to accessible paths 
Located adjacent to accessible paths 

Picnic Facilities 

Picnic Shelters Located near accessible water fountains, trash can, restroom, 
parking, etc. 
Surface material 
Dimensions 
Rails 

Trails

Signage (for visually impaired) 
Entrance 
Location from accessible parking Pools 
Safety features i.e. warning for visually impaired 
Location from accessible path into water 
Handrails 
Location from accessible parking 

Swimming Facilities 

Beaches 

Shade provided 
All Play Equipment i.e. swings, 
slides Same experience provided to all 

Located adjacent to accessible paths 
Play Areas (tot lots) 

Access Routes 
Enough space between equipment for wheelchair 
Located adjacent to accessible paths 

Access Routes 
Berm cuts onto courts 

Height 
Dimensions 

Game Areas:  
*ballfield
*basketball
*tennis Equipment 

Spectator Seating 
Located adjacent to accessible paths Boat Docks Access Routes 
Handrails 
Located adjacent to accessible paths Access Routes 
Handrails 
Arm Rests 
Bait Shelves 
Handrails 

Fishing Facilities 
Equipment 

Fish Cleaning Tables 

Learn-to-Swim 

Guided Hikes Programming Are special programs at your 
facilities accessible?  

Interpretive Programs 

Information available in alternative formats i.e. for visually impaired Services and 
Technical 
Assistance Process to request interpretive services (i.e. sign language interpreter) for meetings 

44 Buckland Road and Bronson Ave Parking Lot 
Ashfield, MA

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

NOTE: The Town owns two small parcels at 44 Buckland Road and on Bronson Avenue adjacent to 
and associated with the ballfields owned and operated by the Trustees of Smith Academy. 
Therefore, the ballfields and playground were not assessed as part of this report, just the parking 
and access as provided on town-owned property. There was no designated handicapped parking at 
either location. The parking lot on Bronson Avenue is immediately adjacent to one of the ballfields. 



 

TOWN OF ASHFIELD 
OFFICE OF THE SELECT BOARD 

412 Main Street 
PO Box 560 

Ashfield, MA 01330 
Phone: 413-628-4441 x7 

Fax: 413-628-0228 
selectboard@ashfield.org 

 

Select Board Policy: 17-01 

Date Adopted:  08-21-2017 

 
 

DISABILITY DISCRIMINATION GRIEVANCE POLICY 
 

It is the policy of the Town of Ashfield not to discriminate on the basis of disability.  This Grievance 
Procedure has been established to meet the requirements of the American with Disabilities Act of 1990 
(ADA). It may be used by anyone who wishes to file a complaint alleging discrimination on the basis of 
disability in the provision of services, activities, programs, or benefits by the Town of Ashfield.  The 
Ashfield Personnel Policy governs employment-related complaints of disability discrimination.  Every 
opportunity will be made available to receive citizen comments, complaints, and to resolve grievances or 
inquiries.   

Complaints should be submitted by the grievant and/or his/her designee as soon as possible, but no later than 
sixty (60) calendar days after the alleged violation to: 

ADA Coordinator 

412 Main Street 

P.O. Box 560 

Ashfield MA  01330 

Telephone:  413-628-4441 ext. 7  

Email:  townadmin@ashfield.org  

Office Hours: Monday-Thursday, 9:00 am to 4:00 pm, Fridays by Appointment 

STEP 1 

The Town ADA Coordinator will be available to meet with citizens and employees during regular 
business hours to receive complaints.  The ADA Coordinator is responsible for coordinating the 
efforts of the Town of Ashfield to comply and investigate any complaints.   

When a complaint, grievance, request for program policy interpretation, or clarification is received 
either in writing, through a meeting, or telephone call, a record will be created which shall include 
the name, address, telephone number of the person complainant and the nature of their request or 
complaint.  Anonymous complaints or requests for information will be accepted and a record created 
with available information. 

If the person, making the complaint or request for information is identified, the complaint, grievance, 
request for program policy interpretation, or clarification will be responded to within fifteen (15) 
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calendar days in a format that is sensitive to the needs of the recipient (i.e. verbally, enlarge type, 
etc.).  There will be an automatic extension of fifteen (15) calendar days if the ADA Coordinator is 
on vacation, out of the office, or for other reasonable cause.  The written response from the ADA 
Coordinator will include position of the Town of Ashfield and substantive resolution of the 
complaint. 

If the grievance is not resolved at this level, it will progress to Step 2. 

STEP 2 

If the grievance is not resolved in Step 1, then a written grievance will be submitted to the ADA 
coordinator.  Assistance in writing the grievance will be available if requested.  All written 
grievances will be responded to within fifteen (15) calendar days by the ADA Coordinator in a 
format that is sensitive to the needs of the recipient.  There will be an automatic extension of fifteen 
(15) calendar days if the ADA Coordinator is on vacation, out of the office, or for other reasonable 
cause. 

If the grievance is not resolved at this level, it will progress to Step 3. 

STEP 3 

If the grievance is not satisfactorily resolved in Step 2, complainants will have the opportunity to 
appeal to the Select Board, pursuant to the provisions of the Open Meeting Law.  The Select Board 
shall issue a written decision to the complainant, and others as qualified by the law, no later than 
fifteen (15) calendar days after the meeting.  

Decisions of the Select Board will be final.  Appeals may be made to the Massachusetts Commission 
Against Discrimination (MCAD) and/or Equal Employment Opportunity Commission (EEOC).  All 
written complaints received by the ADA Coordinator, appeals to the Selectboard and responses, will 
be held by the Town of Ashfield for a period of at least three years. 

 

Massachusetts Commission Against Discrimination (MCAD) 

436 Dwight Street, Suite 220 

Springfield MA  01103-1317 

Telephone: 413-739-2145 

 

Equal Employment Opportunity Commission (EEOC) 

475 J.F.K Federal Building 

Government Center 

Boston MA  02203-0506 

Telephone: 617-565-3200 
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APPENDIX G: 
Lists of Wildlife Species in Ashfield 

 
 
 
Source:  DeGraaf, Richard M and Yamasaki, Mariko. 2001. New England Wildlife: Habitat, 
Natural History, and Distribution. 
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