Telecommunications Committee

Town of Ashfield

Ashfield Town Hall, 12 noon, February 4, 2011

Attendees: David Kulp (chair), Andy Smith, Betty Stewart

The committee heard news regarding the private company GAW's deployment of wireless broadband.  Kulp shared a map from GAW of their candidate relay tower sites.  The committee unanimously agreed that our cooperation to help GAW is not an endorsement of this particular company.  We clarified that our mission includes expanding broadband access in town and to this end we will facilitate efforts by private companies to identify areas of need, make introductions to town residents, businesses and town officials and facilitate access to town government regarding the town hall building committee, the planning and zoning boards, etc. just as we would do for any other company with interest in offering telecommunications services.

Andy Smith agreed to attend the building committee meeting with a GAW representative on February 7 at 7pm.

David Kulp announced that the MBI would be circulating a map showing estimated DSL coverage and has requested that we edit it as best we can.

The committee agreed that a compilation of Q&A could be posted to the committee's webpage on the town's website that could help residents learn about issues regarding cellular telephone, cable TV, internet access, etc. David Kulp agreed to begin an initial list.

The committee expressed an interest in talking with one or more cellular tower construction companies in the future to better understand the business concerns that affect decisions to deploy cellular networks in a region.

Respectfully submitted,

David Kulp, chair

APPROVED: April 13, 2011

